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4.  The  Introduction1, 

if  there  be  any  in  the  \ 'Place ,  or  Manner  of 
Burial \  muft  be  to  the  Living  j  either  by 
the  external  Romp,  to  allay  (b)  their  Grief 
or  chiefly ,  by  a  decent  Inhumation ,  to  pre¬ 
vent  thofe  Mifchievous  Ccnfequences ,  which 
the  Neglelt  would  otherwise  produce  j  and 
there  all  Nations ,  by  the  innate  Law  of 
Nature ,  have  ever  been  careful  to  bury  the 
Dead  in  Decent  Rlqcesy  and  in  a  Decent 
Manner ,  *  \  ..  /.  .  I.  !  l 

Some  few  Nations ,  indeed ,  have  difcovefd 
great  Inhumanity ,  by  neglecting  their  Dead  s 
Qy\  cajling  them  into  the  Sea ,  Rivers ,  to 

be  devour  d  by  Fifes  :  And  Others , 
brut  if ,  have  expos’d  their  Dead  to  be  de-  ■ 
vour  d  by  wild  B  softs  j  Hierom  (c) 

tells  us  But  all  the  Civilizld  Bart  of  the 
World  have  Jhewn  their  RefpeCt  and  Love 
to  their  Deceafed  Friends  and  Relations , 
£7  Handfome  Funerals.  And  many  Nations 
were  fuperftitioufty  curious  in  the  Funeral- 
Rites  j  for ,  the  Heathens,  general ,  call'd 

Interment  (d)  a  Divine  Inftitution,  and  (e) 
a  Law  of  the  Immortal  Gods :  And  the  Ro¬ 
mans  (f)  had  a  Reculiar  Deity  prefiding 
over  thofe  Rites .  And  as  they  flow'd  their 
Love  to  the  Departed,  by  thofe  Ceremonies , 
fo  they  alfo  ftewd  their  Charity  and  Care 

(b)  Statius  Thebaid.  Lib.  6. 

(c)  Hieronym.  contra  Jovinian.  Cap.  3 6 . 

(  d  )  Ifocrat.  Panathem. 

(e)  Euripid.  in  Supplic. 

If)  Plutarch.  Vit.  Num& . 


for 
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for  them  [elves  and  others  Living ,  by  fuch 
Means  of  Burial  a s  might  prevent  all  Mifl 
chief 

The  Manners  of  Men,  in  this  P articular, 
have  been  as  various ,  as  Nations  and  Cir- 
cumflances  have  been  different  s  the  mofi 
common  Method  of  Burial  has  been  by  In¬ 
humation,  or  by  Burning.  And  tho’  feveral 
People ,  by  ‘Pompous  Funerals,  and  Coflly 
Burnings ,  might  have  feveral  Ends ,  either 
to  Jhew  their  RefpeB  for  the  Peceafed,  or 
to  perpetuate  their  Memories  to  future  Ages 
by  Lofty  Pyramids  and  Rich  Monuments , 
or  by  Coflly  Embalmings ,  to  preferve  their 
Bodies  3  or  by  more  Coflly  Incremations ,  to 
colleli  their  Pufl  into  Urns ,  and  tranfmit 
their  Relicques  to  Pofterity  :  Tet ,  I  doubt 
not,  but  by  both  Burning  and  Burying,  they 
had  Regard  to  the  Health  and  JVelfare  of 
the  Living ,  and  endeavour1  d  to  prevent  that 
Fatality ,  which  they  might  otherwife  have 
been  expos1  d  to. 

And  further ,  I  think,  I  may  venture  to 
fay,  that  all  Nations  in  the  World  have 
moft  religioufly  prefervd « the  SanTtuary,  the 
Place  of  Pivine  Worfhip,  from  the  Pollu¬ 
tions  of  the  Pead :  None  would  allow  a 
Pead  Body  to  be  brought ,  or  to  continue 
there ,  much  lefs  make  the  Temples  of  their 
Gods ,  Burial-Places  for  the  Pead.  No, 
thafs  the  Folly  and  Madnefs  of  the  Chri- 
ftians  only  1  who,  through  a  falfe  Conceit  of 
Charity  to  the  Pead,  have  forgot  the  Ve¬ 
nera - 
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neration  due  to  God's  Houfe  s  have  forgot 
the  Charity  due  to  the  Living,  and  have 
made  their  Churches  Charnel-Houfes  and  Re¬ 
ceptacles  of  the  Dead . 

But  whether  the  Burying  of  the  Dead  in 
Churches  and  Church-Yards,  be  an  AEl  of 
Charity,  as  is  pretended ,  and  not  rather  an 
Act  of  P  r  of  unity  y  Indecency ,  and  of  mo [l 
‘Pernicious  Conjequences  to  the  Livingy  will 
be  the  Subject  of  this  Prefent  Enquiry . 

And  in  Order  to  this ,  I  will  demonjlrate , 

First,  That  no  Nationy  or  People ,  ever 
Buried  in  Towns ,  much  lefs  in  Temples , 
or  Places  dedicated  to  Divine  Service . 

Secondly,  III  trace  the  Original  of 
this  Practice,  and  prove ,  that  it  was 
begun  thro 5  Pridey  improv'd  by  Super - 
fit  ion,  and  encourag'd  for  latere. 

Thirdly,  I'll  prove  the  Indecency ,  in 
Rcfpeti  to  Gody  and  ' the  Inconveniency 
of  this  Cujloniy  in  RefpeEl  to  Men ,  from 
Experience  and  natural  Re  a  forts. 


i 


CHAP. 


THE 


SANCTUARY 

Undefiled,  &c. 


Chap.  I. 


Of  the  Burial-T laces  of  the  A'niient . 


HAT  Interment,  or  clofing  the 
Bodies  of  the  Dead  in  a  Grave* 
is  the  moft  Antient  Way  of  Bu¬ 
rial,  is  without  ail  Doubt.  The 
zAEgyptians*,  and  People  of  Afia± 
have  us’d  it  from  the  firft  Be¬ 
ginnings  of  Time. 

What  Cuftom  prevail’d  before  the  Deluge  we  know 
nothing  of ;  the  Scriptures  are  filent :  Thofe  Sacred 
Writings  fpeak  of  the  Death  of  the  Antediluvian  Fa¬ 
thers,  but  not  a  Word  of  their  Burial.  What  Light 
we  have  therefore  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  relates 
only  to  the  Patriarchs,  and  later  Nations;  and  the  moft 
prevailing  Cuftom  with  them  was  Inhwwmcn* 
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In  fucceeding  Ages,  an  other*  Fafhion  arofe  amorig" 
fome  People,  of  burning  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead. 
Whether  this  Cuftom  was  owing  to  Fear,  left  their 
Energies  might  offer  Injury  to  the  Dead  when  interr’d, 
by  digging  it  up  again ;  or,  whether  it  was  begun 
upon  the  Bodies  of  Princes,  or  Perfons  of  prime  Dig¬ 
nity,  fancying,  that  their  (a)  Souls  were  carried  up 
in  thofe  Flames  to  confort  among  the  Gods :  Or, 
whether  other  Perfons  of  inferior  Rank  thought  to 
get  to  Heaven  that  Way,  is  a  Matter  uncertain  :  But 
it  is  certain,  that  the  Greeks  us’d  Burning  very  anti- 
cntly,  as  early  as  the  Times  of  the  Trojan  War;  as 
appears  by  Homer  s  (b)  Defcription  of  the  Funeral  of 
Tatroclm .  Not  but  the  Grecians  us’d  Interrment  like- 
wife  ;  for  their  Antient  Hiftorians  give  Account  of  the 
Way  of  placing  the  Body  in  the  Grave ;  for,  Plutarch 
( c )  fays,  that  in  fome  Places  they  were  laid  with  the 
Face  towards  the  Eaft ;  and  at  (d)  other  Places  to  the 
contrary,  namely,  towards  the  Weft.  Nay,  the  com¬ 
mon  People,  who  could  not  be  at  the  Charge  of  a 
Funeral-Pile,  and  the  Coftly  Sacrificial  Rites,  which 
attended  that  Way  of  Funeration  by  Burning,  generally 
were  buried  by  Way  of  Interrment.  And  Cicero  (e) 
informs  us,  that  in  fuch  early  Times,  as  thofe  of  Cc- 
eropSy  Interrment  was  altogether  made  Ufe  of  by  the 
Grecians. 

The  Romans  took  the  Cuftom  of  burning  their  Dead 
from  the  Greeks ;  and  for  the  moft  Part  us’d  it,  ’till 
Chriftianity  prevail’d  in  that  Empire.  But  yet  Pliny 
(f)  fays  exprefly,  “  That  Burning  among  the  Ro - 
((  mans  was  not  the  Antient  Cuftom,  they  were  for- 

(<t)  Plin.  Nat.  Hijt.  Lib.  7.  cap.  54. 

( b )  7t o'nurct v  cN  <&uphv  py'  TV  .'  T  L  ,  8tc'« 

Horn.  Iliad,  xxiii.  v.  165,  &c* 

(c)  Plut.  in  Solon.  Eu Hath,  on  Horn .  II.  T.  ALlian* 

Lib.  5.  c.  14. 

(d)  JT1.  Var.  Hijt.  Lib.  7. 

(e)  Cic.  de  Leg.  Lib.  2. 

If)  Plin.  Nat.  Hijt.  Lib.  7.  r.  54% 
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«■  merly  interr’d ;  but  after  being  engag’d  in  long  Wars 
they  found  that  the  Dead  were  aug  up  again,  they 
brought  in  this  Cuftom;  tho’  many  Families  con- 
tc  tinued  the  Antient  Way  of  Burial :  For,  in  the 
<c  Cornelian  Family,  Sjllu  the  Dilator  is  laid  to  be  the 
<f  fir  ft  Perfon  burned,  and,  he  was  willing  to  be  fo 
<c  buried,  fearing  that  he  fhould  be  fery’d  as  he  had 
ferv’d  Cam  Mar'm  his  Enemy  before,  whofe  Body 
«  he  caus’d  to  be  dug  up,  and  thrown  into  the  Ri- 
«  ver  Aniene  But  Whether  they  buried  by  Incre¬ 
mation  or  Inhumation;  none  ever  made  Choice  of  the' 
Place  of  Divine  Worfhip,  either  to  bury,  or  depofite 
the  Allies.  None,  I  fay,  neither  nor  Gentiles , 

nor  Chrifiians  neither,  for  fome  Hundred  Years  after 
Chriftianity  began ;  none  ever  prefum’d  to  make  God’s 
Temple  the  Carnicle  of  dead  Corpfes,  as  will  further" 
appear  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Enquiry. 


Of  the  Patriarchal  Ages* 


EIEN  the  Worfhip  of  God  was  not  fixed 
to  any  ftated  Place,  but  performed  occafi- 
onally,  as  God  was  pleafed  to  appear,  Tome- 
times  in  one  Place,  and  fometimes  at  ano¬ 
ther,  to  make  himfelf  known  to  the  Antient  Fathers : 
Thofe  Places  where  God  appear’d  were  efteem’d  holy, 
and  more  venerable  than  others,  as  confecrated  by  the 
Divine  Shechinah ;  there  they  ere<5ted  Altars,  there 
they  worfhipp’d  God ;  but  we  do  not  find  that  they 
prefum’d  to  bury  the  Dead  there.  God  appear’d  to 
Abraham  after  he  wras  departed1  from  Horan ,  at  feveral 
Times,  and  in  feveral  Places,  as  in  the  Plain  of  Mo- 
rah ,  Gen .  xik  6.  in  the  Plains  of  Mamre ,  Chap/xviii.  i. 
in  the  Land  of  Moriah ,  Chap.  xxii.  12.  But  in  none 
of  thefe  did  he  look  for  a  Grave  for  his  beloved  Sa~ 

IT  rafy 
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rahy  but  purchafed  the  Field  of  Epliron  which  was  in 
Machphela  before  Mamre,  that  is  in  Hebron  in  the 
Land  of  Canaan ;  and  there  he  buried  her  in  a  Cave, 
Gen.  xxiii.  17,  19.  And  Abraham  himfelf  was  after¬ 
wards  buried  there.  Chap.  xxv.  9.  And  in  that  fame 
Grave,  remote  from  any  Town,  or  Number  of  People, 
and  diftant  from  any  Holy  Place  of  Divine  Worlhip, 
Ifaac  and  Jacoby  Rebecca  and  Leah  were  alfo  buried, 
Gen.  xlix.  30,  31.  And  tho’  Beth-el  was  undoubtedly 
the  moft  noted  Place,  and  moft  honoured  by  the  re¬ 
peated  Appearances  of  God ;  God  having,  as  it  were, 
took  his  Abode  there,  whence  it  was  by  Way  of  E- 
minence,  call’d  God’s  Houfe  by  Jacob :  Yet  I  cannot 
learn  that  that  Patriarch  ever  delired  to  be  buried 
there;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  he  earneftly  pray’d, 
that  he  might  be  carried  to  Canaany  and  be  buried  in 
the  Grave  of  his  Anceftors,  Chap.  xlix.  29. 

When  Jofeph  found  himfelf  dying,  he  bound  his 
Brethren  with  an  Oath,  not  to  bury  him  in  Egypt ; 
but  having  by  a  prophetick  Spirit  allured  them,  that 
God  would  deliver  tnem,  ana  fettle  them  in  Canaany 
they  embalm’d  him,  and  kept  his  Body  ’till  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Jfrael  came  into  Canaany  and  then  buried  him 
in  Schechemy  in  a  Parcel  of  Ground  which  Jacob 
bought  of  the  Sons  of  Hamor  the  Father  of  Schechemy 
Jof  xxiv.  32.  And  St.  Hierom  ( a )  fays,  that  his 
Monument  was  remaining  even  to  his  Time.  How 
this  Body  was  kept,  and  where,  by  the  Jews  in  their 
Pilgrimage  in  the  Wildemefs,  we  fhall  fee  prefently* 

( a)  Hieron.  Ep.  in  Gen. 


Of 
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Of  the  Israelites  in  the  Wildernefs . 

Come  now  to  the  Ifraelites  in  the  Wildernefs. 
When  God,  by  the  Hand  of  Mofes ,  had 
brought  out  the  Ifraelites  from  Egypt*  and 
had  adopted  them  for  his  peculiar  People,  he 
foon  fettled  a  Government  among  them,  inflituted  a 
Worfhip,  built  himfelf  a  Church,  ordain’d  Ceremonies, 
appointed  Laws,  and  fanctatied  them  by  Penalties.  Now 
here  was  a  Church,  a  Tabernacle,  a  travelling  Temple, 
remov’d  to  feveral  Places,  and  had  feveral  Stations. 
There  is  do  doubt  but  the  Ground  where-ever  this 
Tabernacle  flood  was  confecrated  by  Prayer  before  it 
was  fet  down ;  the  Form  of  which  Confecration-Prayer 
JMofes  gives  us,  Numbers  x.  3  5 .  When  the  Ark^  fet  for¬ 
ward,  Mofes  /aid,  Rif  up.  Lord ,  and  let  thine  Enemies 
be  fc altered ;  and  let  them  that  hate  thee  flee  before  thee. 
And  when  it  refled  he  faid,  Return ,  0  Lord ,  unto  the 
many  Thoufands  of  Ifrael.  Ver.  3  6.  Now  I  am  apt 
to  believe,  there  was  not  a  Jew  of  all  the  Tribes  that 
ever  thought  of  a  Burial-Place  at,  or  near  the  Sanctu¬ 
ary,  nor  the  Court- Yard  about  it. 

And  this  will  appear  beyond  Contradiction,  from 
the  Charge  God  gave  to  Ifrael  at  that  Time. 

When  the  Tabernacle  was  finilL’d,  God  confidering 
the  Uncleannefs  of  thofe  that  wrought  in  the  rearing 
of  it,  and  of  all  Ifrael  among  whom  it  flood,  and  of 
the  Sons  of  Aaron  that  were  to  minifler  in  it;  he 
commanded,  that  an  Offering  fhould  be  made  for  an 
Attonement  for  the  Holy  Place ,  becaufe  of  the  Uncleannefs 
of  the  Children  of  Ifrael.  Lev.  xvi.  1 6.  And  God  ap-. 
pointed,  that  tihere  fhould  be  yearly  a  great  Expiation, 

B  z  m 
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an  Attornment  for  the  Holy  SanEluary,  for  the  Tabernacle 
of  the  Congregation ,  for  the  Altar,  for  the  Pr lefts,  and 
for  all  the  People.  Ver.  33,  34.  And  then  added  this 
.Charge,  Te  jhall  reverence  my  Sanfluary.  Lev.  xix.  30. 

And  that  the  Sandluary  might  be  reverenc’d  indeed, 
God  enjoin’d,  that  thofe  that  were  under  any  kind  of 

Pollution  fhbuld  be  expelfd  from  it. 

*  '  •  •  \ 


par  ft,  Thofe  that  were  unclean  by  Iffue  of  BLOOD. 

The  XVth  Chapter  of  Leviticus  tells  us,  that  not 
only  the  Perfons  themfelves,  whether  Man  or  Woman 
that  had  the  IfTue  of  Blood  were  unclean,  and  forbid 
to  come  into  the  Congregation;  but  even  thofe  Per¬ 
fons  alfo  whom  they  had  but  touched,  or  fpit  upon, 
were  polluted  by  them;  even  their  Garments,  their 
.  Saddles,  and  Pots  were  unclean,  and  mu  ft  be  purified : 
Nay,  even  thofe  Perfons  after  they  were  cleanfed  from 
their  IfTue,  were  not  admitted  to  appear  before  the  8th 
Day,  and  then  not  until  an  Offering  had  been  made 
for  an  Attoncment  before  the  Lord.  Ver.  15. 

■  s  '  •  1  •*  \  3  t  *-  \  ■*  ... 

Secondly,  The  fame  Law,  tho’  not  of  the  fame  Ex¬ 
tent  of  Time  for  Conjugal  Pollution,  Chap.  xv.  17, 
18.  and  of  greater,  for  the  Purification  of  Child-Birth. 
Lev.  xii. 

Thirdly,  Thofe  that  were  unclean  by  LEPROSY. 


The  Law  concerning  LEPERS  was  very  ftrift. 
Lev .  xiii.  45.  For  the  Leper  in  whom  the  Plague  is,  his 
Clothes  jhall  be  rent,  and  his  Head  bare,  and  he  jhdl  put 
a  Covering  upon  his  upper  Lip ,  and  fall  cry ,  unclean,  un¬ 
clean',  Ver.  46.  He  jhall  dwell  alone,  without  the  Camp 
pall  his  Habitation  be.  Their  Garments  were  to  be 
burned,  and  even  the  Houfes,  whole  or  in  Part,  were 
to  be  crazed,  and  the  very  Stones  to  be  caft  out  of  the 
Ctj  in  an  unclean  Place.  Lew  xiv •  40?  45* 


Fourthly , 
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Fourthly ,  Thofe  that  were  unclean  by  Reafon  of  the 
DEAD. 

In  the  Fifth  Chapter  of  Numbers  we  find  this  Law, 
Command  the  Children  of  Ifrael,  that  they  put  out  of  the- 

Camp  -  - - whofioever  is  defiled  by  the  Dead ,  - - 

that  they  defile  not  their  Camps  in  the  midfl  whereof  I 
dwell.  Ver.  2,  3.  A  Nazarite,  whether  Man  or  Woman, 
all  the  Days  of  his  Separation  Jhall  not  come  nigh  to  a  dead 
Body ,  he  jhall  not  make  hmfielf  unclean  for  his  Father  or 
for  his  Mother  -  -  -  when  they  die,  becaufe  the  Confecra- 
tion  of  his  God  is  upon  his  Head.  Ver.  2.  7.  of  Chap.  vi. 
And  if  any  Man  die  fiuddenly  by  him and  he  hath  de¬ 
filed  the  Head  of  his  Confer ation ,  Ver.  9.  by  touching  of 
the  Dead ,  he  jhall  have  his  Head  fijaved and  on  the 
eighth  Day  he  jhall  bring  an  Offering  to  make  Attonement 
for  that  he  finned  by  the  Dead.  Ver.  10,  11. 

Whoever  was  defiled  by  a  dead  Body  was  not  ad¬ 
mitted  to  eat  the  Paffover,  Seven  Days  was  he  unclean , 
Numb .  xix.  1 1 .  And  if  he  did  not  purifie  himfielf  on 
the  third  Day  he  was  not  clean  on  the  Jeventh ,  and  who- 
fioever  touched  the  Body  of  a  dead  Man  and  purified  not 
himjelf,  he  defiled  the  Fabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  that 
Soul  was  to  be  be  cut  off  from  Ifrael?  Ver.  13.  7 '‘his  is 

the  LAW,  when  a  Man  dies  in  a  Fent,  all  that  come 
into  the  Fent,  and  all  that  is  in  the  Fent,  jhall  be  un¬ 
clean  fieven  Days  ;  and  whoever  touches  one  that  is  Jlajn 
with  a  Sword  in  the  open  Field,  or  a  dead  Body,  or  a 
Bone  of  a  Alan,  or  a  Grave ,  jloall  be  unclean  fieven  Days ► 
Ver.  14,  16 . 

Qfthe  PRJESFS, 

AN  D  for  the  Priefis  the  Sons  of  Aaron,  there  fall 
none  of  them  be  defiled  for  the  Dead  among  his  Peo¬ 
ple,  except  the  neareft  of  Kin,  a*  Father ,  Mother,  Son , 
‘Daughter 3  Brother  and  Sifter  that  is  a  Virgin .  Lev.  xxi.  1. 
but  for  none  elfe,  no,  not  a  Prince. 


But 
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But  the  High-Prieft  upon  whofi  Head  the  Anointing 
Oil  2  poured ,  he  fhall  not  go  in  to  any  dead  Body ,  nor 
defile  himfelf  for  his  Father  or  Mother ,  that  he  may  not 
profane  the  Santtmrv  of  his  God.  Ver.  io,  1 1,  12. 

Thus  flood  the  Cafe  with  the  Jewsy  they  might 
not  touch  a  dead  Body,  and  come  in  the  San&uary  : 
And  hence  we  fee  what  Difficulties  they  were  put  to, 
by  the  Body  of  Jofeph  for  forty  Years,  which  muft 
have  been  kept  at  a  Diftance  from  the  Camp,  becaufe  / 
of  thefe  firiCt  Injunctions. 

What  God  defign’d  by  thefe  fevere  Precepts,  we 
fhall  fee  in  another  Place ;  depend  upon  it,  it  was 
more  than  meer  Ceremony ;  there  was  fome  great  End 
in  it,  for  his  own  Honour,  and  fome  good  End  in  it 
for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Health  ana  Lives  of  his 
People  :  But  of  this  hereafter. 

However  we  find,  how  clean,  how  pure,  how  un¬ 
polluted,  God  would  have  his  People,  his  Houfe,  his 
Tabernacle,  that  Place,  where  his  Honour  dwelt;  and 
accordingly  we  find  that  when  Aaron  dyed  on  Mount 
Hor ,  that  he  was  not  buried  in  the  High  Chancel  or 
Holy  of  Holies  near  the  Altar,  but  eliewhere  ;  and 
probably  on  the  fame  Mount  where  he  died  :  For  it 
is  faid,  Bern.  x.  6.  that  the  Children  of  Ifrael  came 
to  Mofira  there  Aaron  died,  and  there  he  was  buried. 
And  Eleazar  the  High-Prieft,  Aarons  Son  and  Suc- 
ceffor,  who  died  in  Canaan-  when  the  Tabernacle  was 
fet  up  in  Shiloh ,  and  they  had  obtained  Reft,  was  bu¬ 
ried  in  a  Hill  that  pertained  to  Phinehas  his  Son  which 
was  given  him  in  Mount  Ephraim,  fioflx  xxiv.  3  3 .  And 
even  fiofhua  the  Prince  and  Ruler  of  the  People  was 
buried  in  the  Border  of  his  Inheritance  in  Timnath  Sera, 
which  is  m  Mount  Ephraim.  Ver.  30. 


Of 
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Of  the  JEWS  in  Canaan. 


Come  now  to  look  upon  the  Jews,  as  a 
fettled  Nation  fix'd  in  Canaan ,  and  to  en¬ 
quire  after  the  Places  of  Burial  among  them 
there. 

And  here  I  prefume,  we  may  conclude  for  the  whole 
Nation  from  the  Practice  of  the  chief  City  Jemfalem ; 
tho’  Cumtu  (a)  is  of  Opinion,  that  it  was  not  forbid  in 
other  Towns,  to  bury  the  Dead  within  the  Towns, 
fo  they  could  obtain  the  Confent  of  Seven  of  the  chief 
Men  ;  but  if  a  Corpfe  was  once  carried  out  of  the 
City,  it  might  in  no  wife  be  brought  back  again  to 
be  buried  there,  though  all  the  Inhabitants  fhould  de- 
lire  it. 

However  that  be,  for  the  City  of  Jemfalem. ,  the 
Jews  never  us’d  to  bury  there,  all  the  Burial-Places 
were  without  the  City,  without  the  Gates  and  Sub¬ 
urbs  of  the  City ;  they  call'd  Jemfalem  the  Holy 
City,  and  look’d  upon  it  as  facred,  becaufe  of  the 
Holy  Temple,  and  the  Divine  Prefence  there:  And 
God  having  made  it  his  peculiar  Dwelling-Place,  they 
would  in  no  wife  allow  it  to  be  polluted  by  any  Dead, 
and  that  by  Virtue  of  the  Divine  Command,  which 
was  of  the  lame  Force  in  Canaan  as  it  had  been  in  the 
Wildernefs. 

And  indeed  it  is  a  Maxim,  not  with  the  Jews  on¬ 
ly,  but  with  all  Nations  in  the  World  (b)  that  Holy 
Places  are  polluted  by  dead  Carcaifes  or  dead  Men’s 
Bones.  Hence  we  find,  when  Jofiat  would  prophane 


(a)  Cunseus  Rep.  Hebr.  Lib.  I.  cap.  7. 
L b )  Jofcphus  Antiy.  Lib.  18.  cap.  5. 
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the  Altars  confecrated  to  Idols,  he  burned  dead  Men’s 
Bones  upon  them,  which  he  took  out  of  the  Sepul¬ 
chres  that  were  upon  the  Mount.  2  Kings  xxiii.  16. 
And  when  God  threatned  to  punilh  Ifrael,  by  Ezekiel* 

he  tells  them,  that  their  Altars  fhall  be  defolate . - - 

jind  I  ’will  lay  the  dead  Carcafes  of  the  Children  of  If- 
rael  before  their  Idols ,  and  I  will  fcatter  jour  Bones  round 
about  your  Altars.  Chap.  vi.  5.  And  therefore  the 
Jews  were  mightily  concerned  about  Pollution  by  the 
Dead,  and  were  fo  very  Arid  in  this  Particular,  that 
they  would  not  fuffer  a  dead  Body  to  lye  in  Jerufa - 
lem,  no,  not  for  one  Night;  neither  would  they  per¬ 
mit  fo  much  as  dead  Men's  Bones  to  be  carried  thro* 
the  City,  (a)  And  as  the  Jews  by  the  Divine  Law 
had  Ablutions,  Walkings,  and  Purifications,  for  Defile¬ 
ments  by  the  Dead,  which  is  called  Bam lofbt  aid  vi>K 
I ,Sr,  Ecclef  xxxiv.  25.  a  walking  from  the  Pollution' 
contracted  by  the  Touch  of  a  dead  Body.  So  the 
Gentiles  alfo  from  them,  had  the  Rite  of  Purification 
for  Defilements  contracted  by  the  Dead ;  for  the  Fla - 
mens  or  Funera  Mater  difmilfing  the  People  from  a' 
Funeral,  fprinkled  them  with  Water  to  purge  them  of 
the  Pollution  receiv’d  by  the  Sight  of  the  Funeral;  as 
Mar  dins  (Jb)  tells  us.  And  whenever  they  entred  into 
a  Temple  they  were  fir  ft  fprinkled  with  Ifoly  Water, 
the  ,  fo  often  mention’d  by  Heathen  Writers, 

left  they  fhould  appear  polluted  before  the  Gods.  ( c ) 

* 

Exceptions  of  the  Kings  of  JUT) A* 

HOwever,  altho’  there  were  no  Graves  in  Jerufa* 
lem ,  it  mu  ft  be  acknowledg’d,  that  there  was  ah' 
Exception,  in  Regard  to  the  Kings  of  Judah ;  for  they 

(a)  Cunaeus  Reft*  Hebr.  Lib.  1.  cap.  7. 

Lightfoot  Hor.  Hebr.  Cent.  Chorogr.  Cap.  21.  p.  44, 

(&)  Nardius  of  the  Funeral-Rites  of  the  Athenians. 

(V)  Vide  Natal.  Comit,  Lib,  1,  cap,  14.  pag,  48. 

were 
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Were  buried  even  within  the  Walls  of  the  City,  on 
Mount  Zion,  which  is  call’d  the  City  of  David,  where 
that  Prince  built  the  Royal  Palace,  and  the  Burying- 
Place  for  the  Royal  Family. 

This  Place  no  doubt  was  very  fumptuous,  according 
to  the  Wealth  and  Dignity  of  that  Prince  i  And  it 
appears  from  Zeis  ii.  29.  that  that  Sepulchre  or  Mo¬ 
nument  was  remaining,  even  in  the  Days  of  the  A- 
poftles.  Jo/ephus  (a)  fays,  That  Solomon  hid  immenfe 
Treafures  in  this  Monument ;  how  great  may  partly 
be  computed  from  that  vaft  Wealth  Hircanus  took  a- 
way  from  it  when  he  was  befieged  by  Zntiochus  Pius,  af¬ 
ter  it  had  been  ereded  Thirteen  Hundred  Years  ,*  namely, 
Three  Thoufand  Talents  :  And  he  left  very  confide- 
rable,  which  was,  not  long  after,  taken  away  by*  Herod. 

In  this  Place  feveral  or  the  Jcwiffh  Kings  were  in- 
terr’d ;  but  notwithftanding  this  Burial-G  round  was 
within  the  Walls  of  the  City,  upon  find:  Examina¬ 
tion  it  will  appear,  that  even  thofe  Kings  were  buried  in 
an  open  Field ;  for  fo  it  is  faid,  2  Chron.  xxvi.  23.  So 
Uzziah  flept  with  his  Fathers ,  and  they  buried  him  with 
his  Fathers  in  the  Field  of  the  Burial  which  belonged  to 
the  Kings ;  for  they  faid.  He  is  a  Leper  :  So  this  Prince 
was  not  interr’d  in  the  fame  Grave,  thou  oh  in  the  fame 
Field. 

This  Mount  Sion  wras  a  gr eft  Heighth  above  the 
other  Parts  of  the  City ;  ana  thence  called  ( b ) 

C^5  the  Higher  City.  Johannes  Heydenus  (c) 

(b)  Jofephus  Anticji  Lib.  7.  cap,  12.  A  Talent  of  Silver 
among  the  Hebrews  was  375  1.  of  Engliili  Money)  but  .a 
Talent  of  Gold  was  Twelve  Times  as  much ,  4500  L  God¬ 
win,  Mofcs,  Qpc,  Lib.  6.  cap.  \o.  pag.  296.  So  the  Three 
Thoufand  Talents  of  Silver  amounted  to ,  Ore  Million ,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty  five  Thoufand  Pounds  ;  and  if  Gold , 
to  Thirteen  Millions ,  Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds.  See 
Cunaeus  Refp .  Hebr.  Lib.  2.  cap.  23. 

(&)  Spanheim  Geograph.  Sacra ,  pag*  53,  Lightfoot  Cent . 
Chorogr.  Cap.  22. 

(c)  Bunding  Itinerar.  Sacr.  Script. 

C  fays? 
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fays.  That  it  was  Seven  Hundred  Eighty  Foot  high, 
and  very  fteep,  acceffible  but  on  one  Side  only,  at  the 
Dale  of  Tyropear. ?,  where  a  Way  was  made  to  it  with 
Steps  cut  out  in  the  Rock  ;  and  this  Way  was  enelofed 
by  a  veiy  great  Gate,  called  the  Gate  of  Sion:  And  on 
the  Top,  the  Surface  of  this  Mount  within  the  Walls 
was  of  an  Extent  of  more  than  half  a  Germ an'  Mile, 
which  is  full  Two  Englijh  Miles. 

This  Mount  is  now  without  the  Walls  of  the  pre- 
fent  Jerufdem  :  And  (4)  Panins  Orojitts ,  and  other 
Hiftorians  tell  us,  That  in  the  Reign  of  Adrian  the 
Emperor  this  Mount  Sion  was  fadly  broke  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  Earthquake,  and  David's  Sepulchre  totally  demo- 
lifh’d ;  though  the  Turks,  the  prefent  Poffeflors,  pre¬ 
tend  to  fliew  exadily  both  the  Palace  and  the  Grave. 

Buf,  excepting  the  Kings  of  Judah,  the  Scriptures 
tell  us  only  of  Jehoida  the  High-Prieft,  who,  for  the 
great  Good  he  had  done  to  the  Kingdom,  was  buried 
in  the  Sepulchre  of  the  Kings,  2  Chron .  xxiv.  1 6.  — 
But  thefe  fewr  make  no  Rule,  the  Jews  buried  with¬ 
out  the  City  ;  for  we  find,  the  Sepulchre  of  Jofeph 
'  of  Arimathea,  wherein  our  bleffed  Saviour  lay,  was  out 
of  the  City,  though  not  very  diflant :  And  Lazarus 
his  Grave,  mention’d  by  St.  John,  was  not  in  Bethany : 
( b )  There  Le  dwelt  indeed  in  that  Village,  diftant 
from  Jerufdem  about  fifteen  Furlongs,  which  is  two 
Englijh  Miles.  But  it  appears,  Per.  3  8.  that  he  was 
buried  without  the  Village  in  a  Cave  :  Ami  we  find, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  Naim  carried  the  aead  Man 
(whom  Chrilf  raifed  from  the  dead)  out  of  the  City 
to  be  interred,  Luke  vii.  12.  which  City  of  Naim  (c) 
was  Northward  from  Jerufalem  Twelve  German,  or 
more  than  Thirty  fix  Englijh  Miles.  And  laftly,  thofe 
Dead  which  were  raifed  at,  and  by  the  Vertue  of  the 

(a)  Bunting  Itiner.  5.  Script  pag.  43. 

(b)  John  Chap.  11.  Vet.  iS.  compare  « with  Ver.  31. 

(1)  Bunding  Inner*  AT.  T.  pag.  29. 


Refur- 
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Refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  came  out  of  the  Graves, 
and  went  into  the  holy  City.  Matth.  xxvii.  5  3 . 
u  Nay,  the  Levites  had  not  fo  much  Privilege  al- 
low’d  them,  they  might  not  bury  in  the  Country 
cc  about  the  Cities  where  they  dwelt,  but  were  oblig’d 
<£  to  carry  their  Dead  away  to  the  Limits  of  their 
cc  own  Portion,  and  Cities  alotted  them  in  every  Tribe; 
u  and  by  Divine  Command,  they  had  Burial-Places 
u  given  them  about  the  Suburbs  of  their  Cities  in  e- 
€c  very  Tribe.  ( a ) 

In  a  Word,  there  were  but  two  Burial-Places  in  the 
City  (b)  of  Jerufalenh  that  of  David  for  the  Royal 
Family,  and  that  of  Olday  or  Hulda  the  Prophetefs, 
which  the  Jews  fay,  was  built  by  the  Antient  Pro¬ 
phets.  And  (c)  Jofephm  Ben  G orion  fpeaking  of  si¬ 
te  xandr  a  flying  from  her  Enemies,  fays.  She  hid  her- 
felf  in  a  Grave  out  of  the  City,  where  they  were 
wont  to  bury  the  Dead.  And  Rabbi  Benjamin ,  a  later 
Writer  (d)  fays,  That  Anno  1170,  he  faw  three  Bu¬ 
rial-Places,  even  then  remaining,  which  were  the  an¬ 
tient  Graves  of  the  Jews . 

(a)  Cunxus  Rep.  llebr.  Lib.  i.  cap.  7. 

{It)  Cun xus  Ibid. 

(r)  jofeph  Ben  Gorion,  Lib.  5.  cap.  1 6. 

(gf)  Raj).  Bcnj.  Iter.  pag.  44, 
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Of  the  Burial-Places  of  the  Kings  of  Ifrael, 


FTER  the  'Jews  were  divided  into  two 
Kingdoms,  that  of  Judah ,  and  that  of  If 
rad ;  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael  could  not  be 
call’d  truly  JewiJhy  having  forfaken  God 
and  the  Law,  and  the  Religion  of  their 
Fathers :  They  ador’d  Idols,  and  made  to  themfelves 
new  Gods ;  neither  were  they  Gentiles ,  becaufe  of  Jew* 
fjh  Original,  and  tenacious  of  fome,  nay,  of  many  of 
the  Jcwifly  Ceremonies  and  Traditions ;  fo  that  they 
may  be  look’d  upon  as  neither  Jews ,  nor  Gentiles ,  but 
a  Compofition  made  up  of  Judaifm  and  Gentilifn : 
But  our  Bufinefs  with  them  is,  to  confider  where  they 
buried  their  Dead  ;  and  herein,  no  doubt,  they  fol¬ 
low’d  the  Cuftom  of  their  Forefathers,  and  other  Gen - 
tile  Nations,  who  all  buried  away  from  Cities  and  Com¬ 
munities,  though  in  Imitation  of  the  Kings  of  Juday 
their  Kings  alfo  were  buried  in  Samaria ;  for  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  tells  us,  (a)  That  Omri  the  fifth  King  of  IJraely 
about  Anno  3020,  according  to  Perkins  y  (f)  built  this 
noble  City  of  Samaria ,  about  Twenty  four  Englijh 
Miles,  or  more,  diftant  from  Jerufalem  ;  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  Jofephus ,  about  Three  Miles  in  Circumference, 
This  City  became  the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom  of  If 
rad ,  and  Omri  himfelf  was  buried  there.  Ver.  28.  And 
although  we  have  not  a  particular  Account  of  the 
Royal  Burial-Place  there;  yet  we  find,  that  feveral  of 
the  Kings  of  Ifrael  were  buried  there,  2  Kings  xiv.  1 6. 
And  (c)  St.  Hierom  fays.  That  the  Prophets  Eli  fa  and 
Gbadiahy  and  John  the  B  apt  if  were  buried  here, 

( a )  1  Kings  xvi.  24. 

(£)  Perkins  Harmony . 

(c)  Hieronym,  in  Epitaphio  PauU . 

Of 
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Of  the  Burial -B laces  of  the  Gentiles. 

U  R  next  Enquiry  is,  concerning  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  ;  and  the  Manners,  and  Funeral  Rites 
among  them  are  as  various  as  the  feveral  Na¬ 
tions.  (a)  St.  Hierome  gives  us  a  long  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  different  Cuftoms  :  And  Pliny  (£)  alfb, 
but  thefe  are  nothing  to  our  Purpofe ;  for  it  is  not 
the  Manner  how,  but  the  Place  where  they  buried, 
which  is  the  Subject  of  our  Enquiry  :  And  here  we 
may  obferve,  that  no  Nation  mentioned  by  either  of 
thefe  Authors,  ever  buried  their  Dead  in  Cities,  Towns, 
or  inhabited  Places,  much  lefs  in,  or  near  any  Confer 
crated  Temples,  and  Places  fet  apart  for  Divine  Wor- 
fiiip. 

(a)  Hieronym.  contra  J-ovinian,  Cap,  36. 

( b )  Plin.  Nat .  Hi/?.  Lib.  35.  cap.  z. 


Of  the,  R  O  MA  N  S. 
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MONO  the  Romans ,  it  was  provided  by 
S  the  Twelve  Tables  of  their  Law,  That  no 
0,  Man,  belides  the  Emperor,  and  Veftal  Nuns, 
^  fhotild  be  buried  within  the  City  of  Rome . 
And  Dio  (a)  fays,  That  it  was  a  lingular  Favour 
granted  to  Julias  Cajhr.y  to  be  buried  within  the  City. 
And  Cicero  (l?)  fays,  That  the  fame  Favour  was  be- 
ftowed  on  Publicola^  Thant  us  y  and  C.  Fabrkiusy  and 
fome  others  ( c ) 


Lately,  the  Romans  burnt  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead ; 
but  in  former  Times,  their  Funerals  were  by  Inhuma¬ 
tion,  as  was  proved  before  (  pag.  1 6.)  Ana  the  mo  ft 
Antient  did  bury  within  their  Cities,  (d)  and  every 
one  was  allow’d  to  bury  in  his  own  Houfe,  or  Gar¬ 
den,  or  Yard  belonging  to  his  Houfe  :  Whence  the 
Antient  took  their  Lares  (e)  or  Houlli old-Gods,  and 
paid  their  Devotions  to  them.  But  this  Cuftom  being 
loathfome,  and  of  mo  ft  pernicious  Confequence,  was 
loon  forbid;  and  it  was  a  ftandm"  Law  with  the  Ra- 

O 
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In  ZJrbe  ne  Jepelito  nere  ZJrito.  (  f) 

Dio  Caff.  Lib.  44.  #  % 

( b )  Cic.  de  Leg.  Lib.  a. 

(r)  Godwin  Rom.  Antiq.  Lib,  2.  Se£h  2.  cap.  21.  p.  79. 

(d)  Godwin  Ibid. 

(e)  Rlortiios  domi  concCitos  penerabantur  olim  at  Deos  cfuos  de- 
hide  Lares  appellarunt.  Arnobius  Lib.  5.  Ex  Varro.  Pomey 
Pantheon,  Myth.  Lib.  5.  pag.  232. 

.(/)  Cic.  de  Leg.  Lib.  2.  cap.  23.  p.  231.  initii. 
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Tliat  they  fhould  neither  bury,  nor  burn  dead  Bodies 
in  the  City.  And  Vlpian  the  Lawyer  fays,  That  in 
After- Ages,  the  Ttnperon  Adriams,  about  Amo  ChriJU, 
130,  Enacted  a  Penalty  of  feveral  Aurei,  or  Marks, 
for  any  that  fhould  prefume  to  bury  in  the  City  ; 
and  the  fame  Penalty  on  every  Magiftrate  that  iliould 
confent  to  it,  or  connive  at  it. 

The  Romans  generally  buried  near  the  High- Ways, 
in  Fields  near  the  Roads  appropriated  to  that  Pur* 
pofe,  that  the  Pa  (fingers  might  fee  the  Graves,  and 
be  reminded  of  their  own  Mortality ;  as  Varro  ‘(a) 
tells  us ;  thence  the  Infcriptions  on  the  Monuments, 

*  STA  VIATOR.  / 

K r  .  -  .  .  .  •  •-  5  ?  •  f  f  ;  ;  "  V  r'tf* 

And  thus  was  affo  praciifed  long  before  the  Romhnsi 
for  we  find,  that  Rachel  was  buried  in  the  Way  f  or 
near,  or  by  the  Way  )  to  Ephrath,  which  is  Bethle * 
hem,  Gen.  xxxv.  19.  This  Grave  is  five  Miles  from 
Jerufdem ;  and  St.  Hierom  fays,  That  that  Sepulchre 
was  remaining  in  his  Time,  on  the  Left-Side  of  the 
Road  going  to  Bethlehem .  (by 

'  ?  '.r.  ,  i  VT,,'  f:CV  "  V'!i .  / 

’(a)  Varro  de  Ling.  Lai.  Lib.  5. 

(Jbj  St.  Hieron.  Eg.  ad  Evjioch.  c.  6,  n.  '’ SC 
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Of  the  GRECIANS. 


VLLT  {a)  tells  us  for  the  Athenians.  “  I 
“  proteft,  (  fays  he )  I  could  never  obtain 
cc  of  the  Athenians ,  that  they  would  allow 
“  of  a  Burying-Place  within  the  City  ;  and 
<c  they  pretended,  That  they  were  hindred,  even  by 
<c  their  Religion ;  and  they  have  never  allowed  it  to 
“  any  Perfon  whatever.” 

But  tho*  Tally  be  fo  pofitive,  yet  other  Authors, 
as  Paufanias ,  (b)  Thucidides-,  (c)  Arnobim  (d)  and  o- 
thers,  fay,  That  the  Greeks  did  bury  their  moft  B- 
minent  Men  in  the  midft  of  the  City,  even  in  the 
Forum  ;  but  this  was  not  common  :  For  moft  of 
the  Illuftrious  Men  had  their  own  Sepulchres  near 
the  Highways  and  publick  Roads  that  lead  to  the 
City ;  and  private  Families  that  had  Vaults,  and  were 
not  interr’d  in  publick  Burial-Places,  had  them  at  a 
Diftance  from  Cities  and  Towns  in  their  own  Land, 
and  on  the  utmoft  Borders  of  it  ;  as  Nor  dim  ( e ) 
tells  us.  ^ 

And  indeed,  it  was  forbid  to  bury  in  Towns, 
by  a  moft  exprefs  Law  of  Solon ;  as  Plutarch  wit- 
nefieth.  (/)  And  the  fame  Plutarch  fays,  That  at 
Sicyon  a  City  of  Peloponejfm  the  fame  Law  was  in 
Force;  That  no  one  fhould  be ’buried  in  the  City. 


( a )  Cicero  Lib.  4.  Ep.  11.  ad  Famit.  pag.  32. 

(b)  Paufanias  in  Attici 

(c)  Thucydides  Lib.  5. 

(d)  Amobius  Lib.  6.  adverfus  Gentes. 

(«)  Nardius  of  the  Funeral-Rites  of  the  Athenians. 
(/)  Plutarch  in  Lac  on. 
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And  therefore  (a)  Aratus  their  Prince  and  Deliverer 
being  dead,  they  doubting  whether  they  might  bury 
him  in  the  City,  fent  to  Delphos  to  confult  the  Co¬ 
racle. 

Strabo  alfo  fays,  That  no  one  was  ever  buried, 
or  burnt  at  Delos ;  Apollo  would  not  buffer  any  one 
to  be  born,  or  buried  there,  but  the  Women  wee  o- 
bliged  to  go  and  be  delivered  of  their  Children  at 
Rheneia ;  as  they  were  alfo  obliged  to  bury  their  Dead 
there  :  This  gave  Occafion  for  the  Joke  of  Cleombro - 
tus  Son  of  PaufaniaS',  who  asked  the  Men  of  Delos, 
“  How  is  Delos  your  Country,  when  not  onQ  of  you 
cc  is  born  or  buried  there.”  (b)  Nay,  Plato  was  fo 
far  from  buffering  the  Dead  to  be  buried  in  Cities  or 
Towns,  that  he  would  not  allow  them  interment  in 
fruitful  Ground ;  that  the  Dead  might  not  be  an  Hin¬ 
drance  to  the  Living :  Nay  more,-  the  Grecians  allow¬ 
ed  no  Man  to  go  to  Sepulchres,  except  when  they 
attended  Funerals,  (c)  ..  . 

(a')  Plutarch.  Vita  Arati . 

(T)  Rheneia  Infula  eft  exigua  C°P  deferta  - - •-  T Tbi 

JMorumentd  funt  TAiorum,  nam  JViortuum  in  Delo  fepeliri  non 
ejl  fas  neque  Cremate .  Strabo  Lib.  ic.  pag.  486. 

(c)  Kardins  of  Funerals  of  the  Athenians/  * 
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Of  the  TE  RSI  A  NS. 


HE  Antient  Perfiam  never  buried  in  Ci¬ 
ties  or  Towns,  but  in  open  Fields,  at 
feme  DiPance  from  inhabited  Places : 
And  the  Kings  of  Perfia  {a)  were  wont 
to  be  buried  on  the  Top  of  a  Hill,  near 
to,  and  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Caftle 
of  Perjifclisy  called  the  Royal  Mount.  And  T have- 
not  (b)  allures  us,  That  there  is  no  Burying-Place  in 
Ifpahan ,  but  they  are  all  without  the  City;  as  they 
be  all  over  Perfia  and  the  Levant* 


Hofpinian  de  Tempi! s. 

( [b )  Thavenot’j  TraveU,  Part  2.  c.  4.  p.  83, 


among  the  Romans. 


2J 


Chap.  I. 


Of  the  TUR  KS. 

^  t^ie  Turks  it  is  obferved  in  genera],  that 
they  bury  not  in  Towns  and  Villages  : 
P|  O  Ip  And  Cotovicus  (a)  allures  us,  That  that 
^3;^!5^|C  Favour  of  being  buried  in  a  City,  is 
granted  only  to  great  Perfons,  to  the  San- 
tom ,  and  other  Princes.  And  Thavenot 
(b)  fays,  That  the  Burial-Place  at  Grand  Cairo  in  <i/E- 
gjpt  is  very  large  on  the  River-lide,  not  far  from  Old 
Cair.  And  concerning  Conftantinople ,  he  has  thefe 
Words;  u  Their  Burying  -  Places  are  always  with- 
<c  out  the  Town,  that  the  Air  might  net  be  infe<3> 
“  ed  by  the  corrupt  Vapours  that  rife  out  of  the 
<c  Graves :  And  that  was  always  obferved  by  the 

cc  Antients. -  The  Turkifb  Burial-Places 

cc  are  commonly  by  the  Highway-fides,  that  Travel 
“  lers  may  remember  to  pray  to  G  o  d  for  them. 

M  $ 

(^)  Cotovicus  Itin.  pag.  156. 

(b)  Thavenot ’j  Travels,  P.  1.  Lib.  2.  cap.  12.  p.  145. 

(c)  Idem  P,  1.  cap.  43.  p.  58. 
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Of  the  CHINESE. 

.  *  *  -s  »•*'-_  f-  ;•«* 

N  D  Lafbly,  not  to  inftance  in  any 
more;;  Trigmltius  (a)  tells  us,  That  the 
Chinrje,  to  this  Day,  bury  their  Dead 
apart  from  the  Living,  at  a  confiderable 
Difhnce  from  any  City,  cr  Commu¬ 
nity  of  Men  :  And  that  every  Chi¬ 
ne  fe  has  his  own  Sepulchre  by  Inheritance,  or  Pur- 
chafe,  on  the  next  neighbouring  Hills  :  And' they  are 
religioufly  careful  to  bury  in  their  paternal  Sepulchre^ 
and  fpare  no  Charges  to  depofite  them  there,  though 
'very  difiaht. 

We  might  run  through  all  the  Countries  of  the 
World,  and  End  the  fame  Account-;  but  thefe  being 
the  Nations  of  principal  Note,  I  judge  it  ribedkfs  to 

mention  any  more.  .  ' 

■  •  *;>>■  .  Sit.?  ..  "  .dr-.  r. 

V  a 

I 

(a)  Trig,  ultius  de  S'lYiens.  Lib.  i.  cap.  7. 
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Of  the  PRIMITIVE  CHRISTIANS. 


iRSRaesgs^g  AVIN  G  thus  far  feen  the  Pra&ice  of 


and  Gentiles  ;  our  next  Enquiry 
gs^Frr  l|9f!  is,  concerning  the  Primitive  Chriflians. 

:  iPf  And  here  we  fhall  find,  that  the  Con- 
'WA  verts?  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  to 
■""*  Chriftianity?  ufed  no  other  Places  of 
Interrment  than  what  were  common?  and  in  LJfe  be¬ 
fore. 

They  changed  the  Ceremonies?  and  reje&ed  the  Su¬ 
per  fhtious  and  Idolatrous  Pomp  ;  but  they  kept  ftill 
to  the  fame  Places?  the  common  h  onnl'^ict  Cemeteries 
without  the  Cities  and  Towns.  And  indeed?  for  a 
confiderable  Time  they  could  not  have  done  other- 
wife;  becaufe  the  Laws  were  hill  in  Force  againff  bu¬ 
rying  in  Towns,  and  becaufe  they  were  perfecuted  both 
by  Jews  and  Pagans . 

After  the  Chriflians  grew  numerous,  they  fet  afide 
particular  Places  for  the  burying  of  their  Dead?  diftmbl 
and  feparate  from  the  Funeral-Places  of  the  Gentiles ; 
but  ftill  out  of  Towns  in  open  Fields :  And  becaufe 
they  would  avoid  the  Infults  and  Injuries  which  might 
be  given  to  the  Bodies  of  the  Perfons  buried  there, 
by  the  Heathens,  they  ufually  made  them  after  this 
Manner;  they  contrived  them  to  be  great  Vaults  un¬ 
der-ground,  (a)  with  various  Ways?  and  divers  Wind¬ 
ings?  in  the  Sides  or  Walls  whereof  were  Niches,  where- 


(a)  Grctfer  de  Fun .  Chrijl*  Lib.  2.  c.  3.  p.  105. 
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in  the  Coffins  of  the  Dead  were  placed.  St.  Hierom 
(  0  gives  us  a  moft  geographical  DTcription  of  them. 
41  When  I,  (fays  he)  was  a  Boy  at  Rome-,  learning 
44  the  liberal  Sciences,  I,  with  fome  of  my  School- 
4v  fellows,  would  go  on  Sundays  among  the  Sepul- 
4-  chres  of  the  Apoftles  and  Martyrs;  and  often  went 
44  down  in  the  Vaults,  which  were  very  deep  in  the 
4  Earth  :  And  as  you  enter  in,  the  Bodies  of  the 
4-  Dead  were  placed  on  both  Sides  in  the  Walls:  All 
44  about  was  fo  very  dark,  as  if  that  prophetical  Place 
44  of  the  Pfalmift  was  litterafy  fulfilled ;  Let  them  go 
44  down  qmcf  into  H IL  A  very  little  Light  was  let 
4i  down  through  a  Hcle  from  above,  wdiich  did  tern- 
44  per  the  Horror  of  the  Darknefs.  As  you  move, 
44  you  mnft  tread  cautioufly.  Step  by  Step,  having 
44  nothing  but  Darknefs  about  you  ;  which  made  me 
44  think  of  that  of  HrglL  r 

Horror  ubique  Anitno s,  fimttl  tfja  fdentia  terrent . 

In  Englilli. 

Horror  and  Silence  do  affright  one's  Aiind • 

-  ij  '  •  *  :  S  i  '  *  ^  '  ‘  +  • 

*■  *  *• 4  * :  •* <  v  •  *•  • 

s 

And  Baronins  ( a )  long  fince  acknowledges,  that  he 
had  the  Curiofity  to  go  into  one  of  them,  which 
"was  called  the  Caemetery  of  Prijcdlay  and  wras  then 
lately  difcover^d ;  which,  he  fays,  for  the  Largends  of 
it,  and  its  divers  Windings,  might  be  called  a  fubter- 
raneous  City  :  And  he  owns,  that  it  was  three  Miles 
from  the  City  of  Rome . 

Ettfcbim  (c)  fays,  That  when  the  Chriftians,  by 
Favour  of  Conftantine ,  built  Churches  in  the  Cities, 
yet  they  had  their  Burial-Places  alotted  them  out  of 

\  t  \  .  *  i  v  »'  ,  (  V  •  •* 

(</)  Hicron.  in  Ezech.  c.  40. 

( b )  Baronius  Anna L  Tom.  2.  ad  Annum  130. 

( c)  Eufebius  Ecclef  Hift ,  Lib.  10. 
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the  Cities  and  Towns.  Nay,  and  though  they  bulk 
Chapels  and  Oratories  on  the  Plat-Ground  of  the  Cae- 
meteries,  or  Burying-Places,  they  were  at  a  fuftkient 
Diftance  from  the  Graves. 

Baronins  tells  us,  (a)  That  Borachas  being  perfect!- 
ted  by  the  Gentiles  at  Gaza,  and  being  left  for  dead* 
the  Chriftians  took  him  up,  and  carried  him  into  the 
Church,  finding  Life  in  him  :  But  the  G  entiles 3  and 
even  feme  of  the  Magiftrates,  came  and  made  Enquiry 
about  him,  faying,  That  the  Chriftians  had  broken 
the  Liberty  of  the  City,  and  trcfpaffed  againft  their 
Law;  for  that  they  had  brought  a  dead  Body  into 
the  City,  which  ought  in  no  wife  to  be  done.:  For 
they  fuppofed,  that  Borachas  was  dead. 

Emperor  Leo  brake  Emperor  Adrians  Law,  (men¬ 
tioned  Pag.  22.)  and  gave  Permiffion  to  bury  within 
Cities  ana  Towns,  as  well  as  without. 

Gregory  Turonenfis  (b)  fays,  Tl\at  it  was  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  Part  of  the  Sixth  Century,  Anno  590,  before  the 
Funeral-Places  were  confecrated ;  but  then  that  Cere¬ 
mony  was  introduced,  and  all  the  Cemeteries  without 
the  Towns  were  confecrated  by  Prayer,  and  the  Blef- 
fogs  of  the  Priefts. 

(a)  Baron.  Nos  autem  cum  multam  Vldijfemus  Confujionem , 
•port antes  Plum  Boracham,  difcejjimus  in  Sanciam  Pcclejiam.. 
Pojlquam  veto  vidimus  eum  adhuc  Spirantem - Cur  intu¬ 

it  ptis  3Aortuum  in  Civitatem  ?  Cum  Patrice  Leges  hoc  prohibeant. 
Tom.  5.  Anno  389. 

'  h  SepuJcrorum  loca  Sacerdotali  Benedict  tone  Confecraia  fuif- 
fent .  Greg.  Tur.  de  Glor.  Confejf.  c.  icC 
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Imperial  Laws  againft  Burying  in  Towns  and 

Churches. 


ffTff  HEN  the  (a)  Antient  Funeral- Places 
_  ^  began  to  be  neglected,  and  Superftition 

4y;  W  f*  had  made  Room  for  them  in  Cities ; 

the  Emperor  s  greatly  oppofed  it:  For  we 
hnc[  a  Raw  jn  the  Theodojtan  Code, 
in  thefe  Words,  £C  Let  no  one  imagine.  That  ,  the 
«  Churches  of  the  Apoftles  and  Martyrs  were  defigned 
cc  for  Burial-Places  of  the  Dead.’’  And  Emperor  (c) 
Charles  the  Great  has  this  Injunction,  u  Let  no  one 
«  bury  any  Dead  in  the  Church.”  And  after  him,  (d) 
Lndovicns  Pius  moil  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  it,  requiring, 
c<  That  the  Constitutions  ufed  and  fettled  by  the  An- 
<c  tient  Fathers,  fhould  be  obferved  in  the  Burial  of 
“  the  Dead. 


(a)  Paulus  Rieius  de  Mofaic.  Leg .  N.  235. 

(  b )  Nemo  Apojlolorum  vel  Adarlyrum  Sedem  humandis  Corpo- 
rilus  exijlimet  ejfe  concejfam.  1  Cod.  Tit.  1.  Inftit.  Lib.  1.' 
Tit.  1 1. 

( c  De  Sacr.  Led.  Lib,  11.  Anno  815.  Capit.  Lib.  1. 

(dj  Capital,  cap.  159.  47.  Anno  8 50. 
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Councils  and  Canons  EeclefiafticSl  againft 


Burying  in  Churches. 


3  ,  f  „  ..  ,  <  '  J 

^|oj[|£  $  the  Imperial  Laws,  fo  the  Councils  of  the 
i3hff  5  Biihops  of  the  Church  oppos’d  this  Practice 
alfoi  for  Hofpinian  {a)  tells  us,  That  the 
Antient  Ihew’d  themfelves  greatly;  difpleas’d 
at  that  New  Invention  of  Burying  in  Towns  and 
Churches ;  and  therefore  made  federal  Canons  and  De¬ 
crees  againft  it.  , 

Anno  563,  in  the  fir  ft  (b)  Spanijh  Council  o  £  Bra- 
Car  a,  it  was  Ordain’d,  That  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead 
ihould  ihould  not  bury’d  iri  the  Churches,  but  that  all 
Interments  Ihould  be  without  the  Cities,  or  in  Church¬ 
yards. 

For,  after  Burying-Places  were  allowed  in  Cities,  the 
Dead  were  kept  out  of  the  Churches  for  many  Years, 
and  were  only  allow’d  to  be  interr’d  in  the  Ante-Temple, 
the  Atrium ,  or  Porch  of  the  Church,  (c) 

The  Council  of  Nantes,  (d)  Anno  658,  Canon  6, 
Decreed,  ix  That  in  the  Churches  no  one  ftiall  be 


(a)  Hofpiniah  de  Templis. 

'  b )  Cone'll:  Brae/  Can.  iS.  Ae  Corpora  D  ef u  n  cl  o  rum  i  nit  a 
Bajilicas  Sanctorum  inrnulentur  ■:  Sed  pi  ant  omnes  Sepultura 
extra  Civitatem ,  vel  etiam  ft  neccjfe  Jit  circa  murum  BaJilic <x. 
Vide  Can.  3  6. 

( c )  Bingham  Orig.Eccl.  Vol.  3.  Lib.  8.  Cap.  3.  Seff.  S. 

( d )  Concil.  Nannetenb.  Can.  6.  in  Ecclejia  nullatenus  fepelV 
ant  nr  f  fed  in  Atrio,  aut  Portion,  ant  in  Exedris  EcclcjU. 


E 
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“  allow’d  to  be  buried,  but  in  the  Porch,  or  Court, 
“  or  the  Out-Buildings  of  the  Church.”  And  Anno 
895,  the  Council  of  Tribur  (a)  in  Germany  made  a 
Decree  again  ft  burying  in  Churches.  It  appears  by  this 
Council,  that  there  had  been  Difputes  concerning  that 
Matter;  and  that  fome  few  Dead  had  been  bury’d  in  the 
Church,  which  had  made  fome  Perfons  fo  uneafy,  that 
they  openly  propos’d  to  dig  them  up  again,  and  throw 
the  Carcaffes  out  of  the  Holy  Place  :  But  the  Council 
chofe  an  eafier  Way,  and  Decreed,  That  the  Monu¬ 
ments  fhould  be  removed,  the  T ombs  levell’d,  and  the 
Graves  cover’d  with  an  even  Pavemement,  that  no 
Sign  of  any  Grave  might  appear;  and  that  great  Care 
fhould  be  taken  for  the  future,  not  to  prophane  the 
Holy  Place,  which  was  feparated  from  common  Ufe, 
and  dedicated  to  the  Service  of  God.  And  Theodorus 
Balfamon ,  (b)  Patriarch  of  Antioch ,  Anno  1180,  De¬ 
creed,  That  it  be  the  conftant  Law  of  the  Church, 
that  no  Dead  fhould  be  buried  in  Churches,  according 
to  the  Civil  Law  of  the  Grecian  Empire. 

(a)  Concil .  Tribur.  C.  17. 

Qi b )  Theod.  Ball,  in  Refp .  Lib.  1.  c.  11.  Bajilicorum  :  Idem 
Juris  Gr&co  Rom.  Lib.  5.  38.  p.  382.  Idem  in  Euckolog.  feu 
Rituali  Grtcor.  -p.  523. 
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B  URIAL  S  in  Churches,  rJU  hen  introduced 

in  BRITAIN. 

WIJi.N  D  as  to  this  Nation  of  Britain ,  it  is  re- 

^  i  •  tt-/i  •  /•  n  ^  .1  / 


A 


'(fH  corded  in  our  Hi  dories,  (a)  That  Cuthred 

'eil-Saxons  in 


the  Seventh  Century,  was  the  firft  in  Eng¬ 
land  who  permitted  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead  to  be  bu¬ 
ried  within  the  Walls  of  the  Cities,  which  were  bu¬ 
ried  in  open  Fields  before. 

And  Ay  let  Sammes  (b)  further  tells  us,  That  Cut¬ 
ler  t  the  T enth  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  from  St.  Au¬ 
stin ,  Anno  798,  procured  the  Privilege  from  the  Pope, 
to  have  Church- Yards  for  Interrment.  And  Dr.  Inett 
( c )  acknowledges,  That  the  Antient  Cudom  of  the 
Englifl)  Church,  which  never  fuffer’d  the  Bodies  of 
Chriftians  to  be  buried  in  Churches  was  chang’d,  and 
the  Burial  in  Churches  introduced  in  the  latter  End  of 
the  Eighth  Century,  about  the  Year  794*  And  even 
fo  late  as  Anno  107 <5,  in  the  Reign  of  William  the 
Conqueror ,  the  Council  held  at  Winchefier  under  Lan- 
frank^  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  forbid  the  Burial  in 
Churches  by  the  9th  Canon,  (d) 


the  Thirteenth  King  of  the 


(. a )  Bal.  Hifl.  p-  3.  Sir  Richard  Baker. 

(/>)  Sammes  Brit.  Aniiq.  p.  214.  Godwin  Vit.  Cuthert. 

( c )  Dr.  Inett  HiJI.  Eccl.  Lib.  I.  cap.  13.  p.  225. 

(d)  Ibid.  Vol.  2.  c,  2.  p.  39. 
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The  Conclufion  of  the  Firft  Part. 

^  ®  M  what  has  been  faid  it  appears, 
fejp  that  by  univerfal  Confent  of  all  Nati- 
ons,  and  at  all  Times,  and  in  all  Places* 
Up  j  however  different  in  Religion  and  other 
Cuftoms,  yet  all  agreed  in  this  Parti- 
..iiiiM..,#  cular,  that  the  Dead  ought  not  to  be 
buried  in  Cities,  Towns,  or  any  inhabited  Places,  much 
Jefs  in  Temples,  Churches,  and  Places  of  Holy  Worfhip. 

It  appears  alfo,  that  the  Cuftom  of  burying  in  Ci¬ 
ties  and  Churches  now  in  Ufe,  is  new,  and  unknown 
to  the  firft  Ages ;  and  that  it  may  be  truly  faid,  from 
the  Beginning  it  was  not  fo.  And  it  appears  further, 
that  the  Saying  of  St.  Cyril  ( a)  to  the  Gentiles  may  be 
retorted  upon  us  Chriftians;  namely,  that  the  Temples 
of  the  Gentiles  were  only  beautiful  Monuments  of  dead 
Men,  but  how  truly  may  it  be  faid  of  the  Chriftian. 
Churches,  the  Temples  of  the  living  God,  that  they 
are  common  Graves  and  loathfome  Receptacles  of  cor¬ 
rupted  Corpfes :  It  may  be  worth  our  while,  there¬ 
fore,  to  trace  whence  this  Cuftom  fo  contrary  to  the 
Pra&ice  of  all  Mankind  arofe,  and  what  might  be  the 
.Caufes  of  fo  indecent  a  Cuftom ;  and  this  will  be  the 
Subject  of  the  next  Chapter. 

(,0)  Cyril  Lib .  ic.  contra  Julian* 


chap; 


THE 

SANCTUART 

Undefiled,  &c. 

Chap.  II. 

Of  the  Original  Caufis  of  Bury  mg  in 

Churches. 

N  fearching  for  the  Caufes  and  Rea- 
fens  of  this  Cuftom  of  burying  in 
Churches,  fo  contrary  to  the  uni- 
verfal  Cuftom  of  Mankind,  I  would 
not  feem  to  refleeft  either  on  the 
the  Prudence  or  Piety  of  our  Fore¬ 
fathers,  but  only  endeavour  to  find 

And  for  what  appears  to  me  the  true  Caufes  and  Rea- 
fons  of  this  Cuftom  of  burying  in  Churches  were, 

Firfy 


Chap.  It. 
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Firft,  Pride  and  Ambition . 
Secondly,  Superftition  and  Error. 
Thirdly,  Gain  and  Lucre. 


And  I  hope,  I  fhall  make  this  appear  beyond  Con- 
tradnftion  to  others  alfo. 


Primitive  Ckrijiians  meet  in  the  Graves. 

^  ^  before  I  come  to  thefe  Particulars,  I 
mu^  °hferve,  that  the  primitive  Cliriftians 
Pl^wtl  w^en  they  were  perfecuted  by  the  Gentiles, 
and  not  allowed  to  meet  in  any  Place  to 
worfhip  their  God  and  SAVIOUR,  they 
would  affemble  themfelves  together  in  the  Night  as 
private  as  poffible;  but  thofe  Nightly  Meetings  being 
difeovered,  and  mifreprefented  by  the  Accufers,  and 
mifeonftruefted  by  the  Magiftrates,  as  tending  to  Re¬ 
bellion  ;  the  pious  Cliriftians,  rather  than  negledl 
their  Duty  to  God,  and  their  Redeemer,  would  fteal 
into  thofe  vaft  (a)  Vaults  and  Cemeteries  under 
Ground,  and  there  meet  together,  and  perform  all  the 
Duties  of  Holy  Woriliip,  pray,  preach,  adminifter  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  keep  Councils 
too. 

This  was  of  Necefiity,  the  Rage  of  their  Enemies 

would  not  fuffer  them  above  Ground,  and  therefore 

/  ;  § 

i  *  v  -  ’  4  v  ••  ’  ■*  T 

(a)  Bingham  Orlg.  Eccl.  Vol.  3.  Lib.  8.  cap.  1.  Sett.  9. 

'  "\  '  "  "  "  ' 
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they  took  their  Refuge  under  Ground,  and  fled  for 
Safety  among  (a)  the  Dead  :  Nay,  fo  great  was  the 
Rage  of  Perfecution,  that  the  Heathen  Emperors  drove 
the  Chriftians  away  from  their  Burial-Places,  took  them 
away  from  them  to  prevent  their  meeting  there,  and 
whenever  the  Perfecution  flacked  their  Cemeteries  were 
reftored  to  them,  (b) 

But  in  the  Time  of  Conftantme  (c)  the  Great ,  Amo 
312,  there  was  a  perfect  Change  of  Affairs,  and  they 
who  were  forced  lately  to  lurk  in  fubterraneous  Ca¬ 
verns  to  perform  their  Worfliip,  had  now  the  Favour 
granted  them  of  building  (lately  Churches  both  upon 
the  Area  of  their  Cemeteries,  and  within  the  Cities, 
and  had  Burial-Places  alotted  them  without  the  Walls 
#at  a  convenient  Diftance  from  the  Churches ;  and  we 
do  not  find  that  they  ever  returned  to  thofe  Charnel- 
Houfes  again.  And  many  Years  pafs’d  before  fuch 
Thoughts  ever  entred  in  their  Hearts,  as  to  bury  in 
their  Churches  :  But  when  Popery  brought  in  Super- 
ftition  the  remote  Cemeteries  were  forfaken,  and  Per- 
fons  of  all  Degrees  would  be  buried  in  the  Churches* 
So  that  for  thefe  many  Ages  the  Places  of  C  hr  if  ban 
Worfhip  have  been  a  Charnel-Houfe  again  ;  not  out 
of  neceffity,  as  was  the  Cafe  of  the  nrft  Chriftians, 
but  out  of  a  foolifh  Superftition  which  Popery  firfl: 
began,  and  which  Proteftantifm  in  fo  confiderable  a 
Succeflion  of  Time  has  not  been  able  to  root  out  of 
the  Minds  of  Men.  ( d ) 


(a)  ConJHt.  Apojt .  Lib.  i.  cap.  29.  Apol.  Athanas . 

( b )  Eiuebius  Ecclef.  Hijt.  Lib.  6.  'cap.  13.  Lib.  7.  cap.  11. 

(c)  Ibid*  Lib.  IO. 

(i)  Dr.  Nichols  on  the  Burial-Office. 
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TRFDE  one  Reafon  of  Burying  in  Churches. 

ND  now  more  particular,  the  firflCaufc 
of  burying  in  Churches,  I  humbly  con¬ 
ceive  to  have  been  PRIDE  and  AM¬ 
BITION  :  And  I  hope  I  fail  not 
of  due  Charity  to  affert,  that  Pride  was 
the  firft  Reafon  of  burying  in  Churches? 
for  thofe  Emperors  who  firft  gave  Liberty  to  Chrifti- 
ans  to  build  Churches,  and  who  themfelves  built  mag¬ 
nificent  Temples*  they  alfo  raifed  thofe  Churches  as 
Monuments  to  their  own  Pride ;  in  fome  Meafure,  I 
fay,  to  their  own  Pride,  as  well  as  to  Divine  Service. 

The  firft  Chriftian  Emperor  Conftmt'me  (a)  though 
he  could  not  defire  to  be  buried  in  the  Church  (which 
was  then  a  Thing  unheard  of )  yet  he  was  refolved 
to  lye  as  near  to  the  Church  as  poffible,  and  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  buried  in  the  Porch  of  the  great  Church  at 
Conflantinople ,  which  he  had  mo  ft  magnificently  built, 
Anno  337,  to  the  Honour  of  the  Twelve  Apoftles* 
not  excluding  his  own.  And  St.  Chrjfofiom  (b)  per¬ 
haps,  with  as  great,  or  greater  Pride,  infults  the  Em¬ 
peror,  when  he  fays,  that  it  was  a  great  Honour  done 
to  Conflantine ,  that  he  was  permitted  to  be  buried  at 
the  Door  of  the  Temple,  and  to  be  Porter  to  the  Fifh- 
ermen.  For  ( \b )  that  the  Apoftles  in  their  Deaths  were 
more  honourable  than  all  the  Princes  of  the  Earth* 

(a)  Eufcb.  Vit.  Cong. 

{b)  Chryfbft.  Horn.  66.  ad  pop .  Ayitioch* 

(0  Idem  Tom .  5.  pag.  839, 
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becaufe  even  at  Rome,  the  Royal  City,,  Emperors,  Con- 
fuls,  and  Generals,  fhewed  their  Refpebt,  and  paid 
their  Veneration  at  the  Sepulchres  of  Fiffiermen  and 
Tent-makers :  And  at  Conftantinople ,  it  was  thought 
Honour  fufficient  for  an  Emperor  to  he  buried  not  in 
•the  Place  where  the  Apoftles  lay,  but  in  the  Porch  of 
•the  Temples  built  to  their  Names  and  Honour. 

Confiantine  having  led  the  Way,  other  Emperors  foon 
followed  that  great  Example.  And  fo  we  find,  that 
Emperor  Thcodofim  the  Great ,  Anno  $95,  was  alfo  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  fame  Porch  of  the  Church  at  Conftantinople ; 
and  his  Son,  Emperor  Arcadius ,  not  many  Years  after. 
Anno  407.  in  the  fame  Place. 

It  is  but  natural  to  think,  that  when  the  Emperors 
were  defirous  to  be  buried  in  the  Church-Porch,  other 
Perfons  of  the  next  Quality  would  ftrive  to  lye  as  near 
the  Church  as  poffible,  for  Men  of  Quality  and  Wealth 
are  always  emulous  to  imitate  their  Princes;  and  as  they 
had  the  Honour  of  the  Royal  Prefence  when  living, 
they  efteem’d  it  their  Honour  to  lye  near  them  when 
dead ;  and  this  was  the  firfi:  Reafon  of  having  large 
Courts  and  Yards  about  Churches. 

When  Princes  and  Nobles  had  claim’d  this  Privilege, 
the  Clergy,  the  Men  of  Holy  Orders,  the  immediate 
Servants  of  the  Temple  laid  in  their  Claim  alfo,  and 
imitated  the  Princes  who  were  buried  in  the  Church- 
Porch  :  For  in  our  own  Hiftory  (a)  we  find,  that 
an  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  had  not  been  buried  within 
the  Church,  but  that  the  Porch  was  full  with  fix  of 
his  Predeceffiors  that  were  buried  there  before,  and  that 
even  in  the  End  of  the  Seventh  Century. 

But  in  other  Countries,  long  before  that  Time,  the 
Clergy  ventured  one  Step  further,  and  would  lye  with¬ 
in  the  Walls  of  that  Church  when  dead.,  where  they 
had  officiated  when  living.  The  Bifhops,  Priefts,  and 
Monks  pretended  a  Right  to  the  Churches  fuperiour  to 

(#)  Bp,  Godwins  Life  of  Theodore  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury* 

F  that 
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that  of  Princes,  and  chofe  the  principal  Places  for  them- 
felves  there,  and  excluded  all  others  from  being  buried 
there ;  and  kept  the  Power  of  difpenfing  fuch  a  Fa¬ 
vour  in  their  own  Hands,  and  foon  made  their  Claim 
a  Law;  for  fo  the  (a)  Cannon-Law  fays,  That  only 
Bifhops,  Abbots  and  Presbyters  ihouid  be  buried  in 
the  Churches,  and  fuch  Laymen  only  as  they  fhould 
approve  of. 

-  Such  was  the  Emulation  of  the  Clergy  at  that  Time, 
I  prefume  to  call  it  Emulation ;  and  I  believe  I  do 
not  hit  much  belide  the  Mark  :  For,  if  we  do  but 
conlider  how  foon  the  Clergy  (after  God  gave  the 
Churches  Reft  from  Perfecution,  and  they  enjoyed 
Peace ;  when  Kings  were-  become  the  nurfing  Fathers, 
and  the  Crown  fubmitted  to  the  Crofs,  and  Princes 
ador’d  the  Cmcify’d  Saviour,  and  fmil’d  upon,  and 
encourag’d  his  Minifters :  How  foon,  I  fay,  the 
Clergy)  abus’d  thofe  Favours,  and  valu’d  themfelves; 
for  the  Priefthood  magnifying  that  Honour  to  the 
Heavens,  and  extolling  themfelves  above  all  Mankind ; 
and  that  the  Power  of  the  Priefthood,  if  not  exceed¬ 
ing,  was  equal  to  the  Power  of  Princes. 

That  fuch  was  the  Pride  and  Ambition  of  the  Ro- 
w&t  Clergy  in  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  following  Centu¬ 
ries,  every  one  knows  that  knows  any  thing  of  Church- 
Hiftoiy,  (b)  and  is  too  well  known  to  ftand  in  Need 
of  further  Confirmation. 

The  Ambitious  Prelates,  therefore,  could  not  long 
fee  Princes  entomb’d  in  Churches,  and  themfelves  and 
their  Brethren  fhut  out,  and  earned  out  of  the  Walls 
of  the  Cities,  in  no  wife;  but  if  Princes  would  ven¬ 
ture  to  lye  in  the  Porch,  they  would  (and  without 
Prefumption  too)  venture  into  the  Body  of  the  Church, 

and  make  their  Graves  at  the  very  Altar. 

J  \  ; 

G)  Nullus  mortuus  intra  Ecclejiam  fepeliatur ,  Ylifi  Epifccpi 
a  lit  Ahbati,  aut  dipne  Presbyter i,  i/el  fi delis  Laid.  Q.  z.  c .  iS. 

(*)  Binnius. 

Inet’j  Hijlory  of  the  Engl  if)  Church. 

Hpwd. 


That 
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That  the  Clergy  claim’d  a  Right  to  be  buried  in 
the  Churches  themfelves,  and  difpofe  of  that  Privilege 
to  others  for  fuch  Reafons  as  fhould  move  them  there¬ 
unto,  appears  from  that  very  Council  before  cited  of 
Tribur ,  Anno  895  ;  for  that  Council  was  not  altoge¬ 
ther  again  ft  burying  in  Churches,  but  they  were  re- 
folved  to  keep  the  Laity  out,  all  edging,  as  a  Reafon 
of  that  Decree,  (a)  that  the  Ground  being  confecrated 
was  not  to  be  polluted  by  Laymen. 

PRINCES  and  E  C  CLE  SI  ASTICKS 
having  thus  got  into  the  Churches,  the  LAITY 
thought  themfelves  hardly  us’d,  if  they  fhould  be  ex¬ 
cluded,  they  faw  no  Reafon  why  they  might  not 
obtain  the  fame  Favour,  they  thought  that  ail  Men 
were  equal  in  the  Grave,  that  Death  was  the  mighty 
Leveller;  and  if  they  were  allowed  to  be  Partakers  of 
the  Benefit  of  the  Church  when  living,  they  knew 
no  Reafon  why  they  Ihould  be  excluded  when  dead  / 
They  look’d  upon  themfelves  as  God3s  People,  as  well 
as  Princes  and  Clergy;  and  that  for  the  Sake  of  the 
People  both  Princes  and  Clergy  were  appointed,  and 
their  Offices  inftituted  by  Almighty  God ;  they 
thought  the  Priefts  took  too  much  upon  them?  that 
all  the  Congregation  was  holy,  and  therefore  pleaded 
for  the  fame  Liberty  and  Privileges  of  Burial-Places- 
in  Churches  and  Church-Yards  as  others  had. 

The  greateft  and  wealthieft  be<zan  firft,  and  were 
admitted  accordingly  ;  and  if  Erieridfhip  could  not 
purchafe  that  Favour,  there  was  a  Something  elfe  would,1 
namely,  fome  courteous  Obligation  which  never  meets 
with  a  Denyal ;  for  Gratitude  is  a  juft  Debt,  and  but, 
a  reafonable  Return  :  And  therefore  the  Council  of 
Foifon  prudently  provided,  Anno  442,  that  no  Graves 
fhould  be  fold  (by  in  Churches,  arid  that  nothing. 

>  * 

(a)  Null  us  Laicus  in  Ecclejtx  fepeliatur ,  Can .  17. 

(b)  De  fepulturis  Cf"  homlnibus  fepelier.dis  nihil  muneris  ex‘‘~ 
gant ;  niji  forte  qui  fepeliatur ,  vivens,  jujferit  JC.cc! egg,  in  cu~ 
jus  atrio  fepelitur ,  Can. 

F  %  fhoul4 
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fhould  be  demanded  for  burying  in  Churches,  but  that 
that  fhould  be  kindly  received,  which  any  Perfon  ihould 
bequeath  to  the  Clergy  by  laid  Will,  as  a  Legacy  for 
being  buried  in  the  Church  or  Church-Yard.  They 
would  not  be  fufpe&ed  of  felling  Graves,  they  fcom’d 
to  be  brib’d  for  the  Permiflion,  but  to  be  oblig’d  by 
the  irreliftible  Charm  and  Influence  of  a  Legacy,  that 
went  down  well  enough.  And  therefore  our  (a)  Laws 
decreed,  that  no  Layman  fhould  be  permitted  to  be 
buried  in  Churches  but  fuch  as  had  merited  by  good 
Life,  whereof  the  Clergy  were  to  be  Judges ;  and 
what  that  good  Life  flgnify’d  is  eafily  interpreted. 

(*)  .Spelman  V.  i.  451.  C.  29.  JDocemus  etiam  ut  nemo 
quempiam  in  EccleJJa  fepeliaty  quern-  non  conjlat  ex  vit<&  probit  ate 
Ve«  placuijfe  ut  ex  eo  judicetur  hujufmodi  fepultura  dignus. 

And  Ibid.  591.  Nemo  in  Ecclejia  fepeliatur,  niji  fonte  tails 
fit  perfona  facerdotis  aut  cujujlibet  jujli  hominis  qui  per  Vit<c 
mcritum,  talem  vivendo  fuo  corpori  dejuntto  locum  adquifivit. 


A  Secon  d 


A  Second  Caufe  of  Burying  in  Churches  was 
SURER  ST  IT  ION  and  ERR  OR. 

T  is  certain,  that  the  Devil,  the  E- 
nemy  to  all  Righteoufnefs,  always  op¬ 
pos’d  the  Golpel  of  Chrift,  and  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  deter  Men  from  the 
Profeffion  of  that  Holy  Religion  by 
Perfections,  or  betray  Men  into  Er¬ 
rors  contrary  to  the  Truth  of  that 
Religion,  by  Herefies  :  The  for¬ 
mer,  namely  Perfection,  proved  vain,  for  the  Blood 
of  the  Martyrs  was  the  Seed  of  the  Church ;  but  the 
latter,  Herefies,  and  Schifms,  were  the  hirer  Bait,  eafier 
fwallowed,  and  of  more  fatal  Confequence ;  falfe  Doc¬ 
trines  crept  apace  into  the  Church,  and  many  of  the 
greatefl  Saints  were  tainted  with  them.  And  fuch‘  was 
even  the  Depth  of  Satan’s  Cunning,  that  he  caus’d 
Men  to  err,  and  be  betray’d  by  the  very  Gifts  of 
Grace  defign’d  by  Providence  for  Edification,  and  not 
for  Deftrudion,  namely,  the  Miracles  and  Wonders 
that  were  done  at  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Martyrs  in 
the  primitive  Times. 

For  that  many  Miracles  were  perform’d,  even  by 
the  dead  Bodies  and  Relicks  of  Chriftian  Martvrs  is 
moft  certain,  and  I  might  produce  feveral  Inftances 
from  the  firfl:  and  pureft  Antiquity  beyond  Excep¬ 
tion;  but,  to  be  brief,  I  lhall  fumm  up  all  the  argu¬ 
mentative  Part,  in  the  Words  of  St.  Cyril  of  Jerufa- 
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lem-,  (a)  Anno  350,  “The  Dead  Man  who  was 
“  thrown  into  the  Tomb  of  Elijha,  when  he  touch’d 
“  the  Dead  Body  of  the  Prophet  reviv’d,  and  the 
“  Dead  Body  of  the  Prophet  did  the  Office  of  a 
<c  living  Soul ;  and  that  which  had  no  Life,  gave  Life 
“  to  him  that  was  departed,  itfelf  yet  continuing  a - 
“  mong  the  Dead  :  And  why  fo  ?  Left  if  Elijba 
<f  fhould  have  rifen,  it  might  have  been  attributed  on- 
“  ly  to  his  Soul ;  and  to  demonftrate,  that  in  the  Ab- 
<c  fence  of  the  Soul,  there  is  great  Virtue  in  the  Bo- 
<c  dies  of  the  Saints,  becaufe  of  thofe  Souls  that  fo 
“  long  inhabited  and  actuated  thofe  Bodies.  Nor  let 
“  us  fondly  diftruft  the  Truth,  as  if  this  could  not 
<c  be ;  for  if  Handkerchiefs  and  Aprons  being  with- 
“  out  the  Body  when  touch’d  by  the  Sick,  freed 
“  them  from  their  Infirmities,  how  much  more  might 
cc  the  Relicks  of  the  Prophet  raife  the  Dead  ?  ” 

And  as  for  Matter  of  Fad:,  St.  Aufiin  gives  us  fe- 
veral  Inftances  of  thofe  ftupenduous  Productions.  And 
the  Hiftory  of  St.  Bahylas^  Biffiop  of  Antioch ,  who 
was  martyr’d.  Anno  252,  and  buried  in  the  Daphman 
Suburb  of  that  City,  his  Bones  filencing  the  Oracle 
of  Apollo  an  Hundred  Years  after,  mentioned  by  (c) 
RuffinuS)  (d)  Theodorcty  (e)  So^omen^  ( f )  Socrates , 
and  other  Chriftians ;  and  alfo  by  (g  )  IJbanius  and 
(h)  Mar  celling)  Heathen  Writers,  and  by  ( i )  Ju¬ 
lian  the  Apoftate  himfelf,  is  moft  worthy  of  Obfer- 
vation. 

(a)  Catech .  C.  18. 

{b)  Auftin  Civitate  Dei ,  Lib.  23.  cap.  18. 

(c)  Ruffin.  Hijl.  Lib .  10.  cap.  35. 

(d)  Theod.  Lib.  3.  cap.  9,  10. 

(e)  Sozom.  Lib.  5.  cap.  18,  19. 

If)  Socrat.  Lib.  3.  cap.  16. 

(g)  Liban.  Orat .  de  ‘Tempi,  p.  1 S 5 ,  Anno  360. 

( h )  Marccll.  Hiji.  Lib.  22.  Anno  380. 

(i)  Julian.  Imp.  Jldifopog.  p.  9 6,  Anno  36c. 

See  IV.  Cave  Apoji.  Vit ,  Babyl.  pag.  247 . 
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It  would  fwell  thefe  Pages  beyond  my  Defign  to 
enlarge  on  this  Subject.  I  fhall  clofe  this,  therefore, 
with  the  Words  of  (a)  IJidore  the  Pelufiot ,  in  Anfwer 
to  the  Gentile  Detraftators.  cc  If  any  Man  be  offend- 
ed  that  we  honour  the  Duft  of  the  Bodies  of  the 
Martyrs,  for  their  great  Love  to  God,  and  admi- 
table  Conftancy  in  the  Faith,  let  him  ask  thofe  that 
“  have  been  cured  thereby,  and  underftand  to  how 
“  many  Difeafes  it  has  brought  Remedy ;  fo  fhalt  thou 
not  only  not  deride  what  we  do,  but  be  encouraged 
«  to  imitate  us.” 

I  muft  add,  that  this  great  Truth  is  acknowledged 
by  that  learned  and  mode  ft  Writer  among  Proteftants> 
(b)  Hierome  Zanchy^  who  fays,  a  That  the  primi- 
“  tive  Votaries  ufed  to  meet  at  the  Tombs  of  the 
cc  Martyrs  on  the  Anniverfaries  of  their  Sufferings, 
w  where  God  wrought  many  Miracles,  to  teftify, 
<c  that  thofe  his  Servants  were  in  Heaven,  and  to  en~ 
*  gage  others  to  the  like  Refolution ;  and  the  ChriL 
(c  tians  paid  a  Veneration  to  their  Relicks.” 

Now,  though  I  freely  confefs  myfelf  to  believe 
this,  yet  I  as  freely  acknowledge,  that  I  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  all  thofe  Scandalous  Lies  and  Impofitions  which 
the  Roman  Legends  have  impofed  upon  the  World, 
whereby  they  have  deluded  the  poor  People,  and  drawn 
them  into  Admiration  firft,  and  next  into  Adoration 
of  the  Relicks,  and  pretended  Relicks  of  the  Saints. 

In  the  primitive  Times,  thefe  Miracles,  as  Ads  of 
Divine  Grace,  were  intended  only  for  the  Living,  for 
the  healing  of  Difeafes  of  the  Body,  and  curing  In¬ 
fidelity  of  the  Mind  :  But  afterwards,  when  Super- 

• 

{a)  Ifidor.  PeJuf.  Lib.  i.  Ep.  55.  Anno  412,. 

Magna  QP  in  exiguo  Sanctorum  Pulvere  Vivtus « 

Paul.  Natal .  9.  S.  Faelic.  p.  66  5. 

(. b )  Zanch.  de  Redempt.  Lib .  I.  cap.  13.  Th.  I.  pag,  304. 
Edit.  Neojlad.  Anno  1597. 
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flition  prevail'd,  and  had  inverted  the  Defign  of  thefe 
Ads  of  Grace,  the  Deluding  Priefts  were  refolved  to 
make  the  moft  of  them,  and  perfwaded  the  People, 
that  thefe  Relicks  had  Influence  on  Body  and  Soul, 
both  of  the  Living  and  of  the  Dead;  of  the  Living, 
to  {Lengthen  their  Faith,  and  cure  them  of  their  In¬ 
firmities  ;  and  of  the  Dead,  to  felicitate  the  Souls  de¬ 
parted,  and  to  prepare  the  Body  for  a  more  glorious 
and  happy  Refurredion  :  And  therefore  thefe  Relicks 
were,  by  Command  of  (a)  Gregory  the  Great  Bifhop 
of  Rome ,  Anno  590,  brought  into  the  Churches,  and 
fet  up  in  the  moft  Solemn  Manner,  enfhrined  in  Cafes 
of  Gold,  fometimes  fet  up  upon  the  Altar,  or  over 
the  Altar,  and  generally  under  the  Altar,  which  made 
living  Men  flock  towards  the  Altars,  and  bury  their 
Dead  there,  in  Hopes  both  might  receive  fome  Benefit 
from  them. 

Nay,  the  Bifliops  themfelves  carried  on  this  Im- 
pofture  to  the  greatefl:  Degree,  and  promoted  the  Su- 
perftition  for  the  Sake  of  Lucre ;  for  fome  Spanifb 
Bifliops  in  their  Procelfions  caufed  the  Relicks  of  Saints 
to  Be  hung  about  their  own  Necks,  and  being  thus 
adorned,  were  carried  in  Chairs  by  their  Deacons  to 
be  lhewn  to  the  People  :  And  the  Bifliops,  after  the 
Manner  of  Mountebanks,  expofed  the  Relicks  for 
Cure  of  all  Difeafes  of  Body  and  Mind,  and  made  no 
fiiiall  Gain  by  them;  for  a  Touch,  or  a  Kifs  of  them, 
could  not  be  obtained  without  a  valuable  Confidera- 
tion  by  the  common  People.  This  Practice  was  for¬ 
bid  as  fcandalous,  by  the  Council  of  Bracar ,  Anno 
67  5,  Can.  6. 

The  fecond  (h)  Council  of  Nice  Decreed,  1  That 
fuch  Churches  as  had  been  confecrated  without  Re¬ 
licks,  fhould  have  Relick  depolited  there,  with  So¬ 
lemnity  of  publick  Prayer  :  But  further,  that  no 

00  Greg.  Ep.  Lib.  9.  Ep.  71. 

(/>)  Sec,  Condi .  Nic,  Can*  4.  Anno  787. 
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Churches  for  the  future  fhould  be  confecrated  with¬ 
out  Relicks ;  and  that  Bifhops  prefuming  to  confer 
crate  without  Relicks  fhould  be  depofed.  A  Doc¬ 
trine,  that  in  Time  let  a  Thoufand  Supei  ftitions  into 
the  Church,  and  open'd  the  Way  to  infinite  Frauds 
and  Impo (lures ;  and  fiich  as  the  Bleffed  Saints  them- 
felves,  if  they  have  any  Knowledge  of  the  State  of 
Things  below,  could  not  but  look  upon  with  the 
litmoii  Deteflation  and  Abhorrence,  (a) 

But  that  tliefe  Relicks  might  be  made  beneficial  to. 
the  Dead  *  as  well  as  the  Living  ;  the  Doblrines  of 
Merits,  Works  of  Supererogation,  Purgatory,  Inter- 
ceffion  of  Saints,  and  the  Invocation  of  Saints  there¬ 
on  were  invented,  and  introduced  at,  and  about  that 
very  Time;'  for,  the(e  Dobtrines  were  neceflary  to 
obtain  thofe  Ends,  namely,  to  gull  the  People  of  their 
Money.  ,  4  . 

The  People,  therefore,  being  perfivaded  by  the  Cler¬ 
gy,  and  being  willing  to  believe,  that  the  Saints  de¬ 
parted  had  a  Love  for  the  Saints  here  below,  and  that 
they  pray’d  for  the  Conversion  of  Sinners/  and  inter¬ 
ceded  for  them  in  Heaven.;  and  that  their  Remains*' 
their  Bones  and  Afhes  had  Virtue  to  do  as  much  Good 
to  the  dead  Bodies  of  Men,  as  their  Spirits  could  to 
the  Souls  of  Men;  the  Sacred  Relicks  were  as  gree¬ 
dily  fought  for,  for  the  Good  of  the  Dead,  as  ever 
they  had  been  for  the  Living  before ;  and  thereupon' 
the  neared  Grave  to  the  Altar  was  efretmed  the  mod 
fertuous,  and  confequently,  to  be  p  lit  chafed  at  any 
Rate.  .  .  , 

Add  to  this,  that  the  Dodbine  of  the  MASS  was 
invented  much  about  the  fame  Time,  (£)  or  followed 
(bon  after,  to  compleat  the  Cheat,  that  is,  to  bring 

(rf)  JDr.  InettA  llijlory  of  the  Church  if  England,  Lib.  I . 
c/tp.  13.  fag.  2 1  So' 

■„  ,  i  *•)  *  4 

{by  By  the  Council  of  Nice,  Anno  787.  EafihC  Rathhe/t? 

Anno  844. 

O  '  SUPE-Bwf 
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SUPERSTITION  to  its  Zenith ,  and  perfect  the 
Deiign  of  enriching  the  Golfers  of  the  POPE  and 
CLERGY.  And  this  MASS  (a)  being  exprefly 
defin'd  to  be  a  Propitiatory  Sacrifice  for  the  Dead  as 
well  as  the  Living  ;  the  Souls  of  the  departed  were 
not  only  the  better  for  them,  but  the  Bodies  alfo,  be¬ 
ing  thereby  the  better  prepared  for  a  glorious  Refur- 
region  :  And  therefore,  thofe  Places  where,  or  near 
to  which  the  Mafs  was  celebrated,  were  preferable  to 
all  other,  and  no  Coil;  was  to  be  {pared  for  the  ob¬ 
taining  fo  great  a  Benefit. 

O)  Anno  780,  Gregory's  Mafs  was  introduced  in  the  Stead 
of  Ambrofet  ConcU.  Id  rid.  Sejf.  zz.de  Sacr.  Miff. 
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|||||||i|gg||]]  O  R  Interefl  is  a  prevailing  Charm, 

what  does  it  not  tempt  Men  to  ?  I 
fhall  not  need  to  inlift  much  on  this 
Point,  becaufe  this  very  Particular  has 
in  fome  Degree,  been  touch’d  at  be¬ 
fore  :  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  the 
tlgflj  Council  of  Voifon  fhew’d  a  great  deal 
of  Willingnefs  to  make  a  Penny  of 
the  People’s  Credulty,  although  they  would  not  be 
feen  in  it ;  they  liked  the  LUCRE,  but  difliked 
the  Name ,  and  therefore  Graves  fhall  not  be  fold, 
but  a  Handfome  Legacy  fhall  not  be  refufed  neither. 
And  fo  what  firfl  was  a  Donation,  afterwards  became 
a  Price ;  (a)  what  was  firfl  a  Gift,  was  then  a  De¬ 
mand  ;  and  a  Rate  was  afterwards  made  according 
to  the  Dignity  of  the  Perfons,  or  the  Site  of  the 
Ground,  with  Laws  and  Injunctions  to  enforce  the 
Demands. 

In  Charles  the  Great's  Time,  Anno  771?  the  (h) 
Monks,  who  were  ever  forward  in  all  the  Grimaces 
and  Appearances  of  Holinefi,  which  were  likely  to  charm 
the  People,  and  to  acquire  Wealth,  ran  up  and  down 
with  the  Bones,  and  other  Reiicks  of  the  Saints,  and 
under  that  Umbrage  of  this  Kind  of  Zeal,  ufing  all 
indirect  Means  to  gain  Wealth  to  themfelves,  infomuch 

(a)  Dr.  Comber,  Part  4.  on  the  Burial  of  the  Dead. 

{b)  Dr.  Inett,  Part  1.  Chap.  13.  Engl.  EUj h  fag.  219. 
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;  that  the  Emperor  took  Notice  of  it,  and  forbid  it : 
(a)  And  this  they  did,  in  Order  to  get  the  Burial 
of  the  Dead  within  their  Cloiflers,  that  they  might 
have  the  Benefit  of  the  Oblations,  (b)  Thence  we 
hear  in  the  middle  Ages,  both  here  in  England ,  and 
Abroad,  fo  much  of  Mortuaries,  Oblations,  Corfe- 
Prefents,  Gifts,  Symbola  Anima,  and  Pccunia  Sepulc bra¬ 
ils,  all  which  were  firll  voluntary,  but  were  after¬ 
wards  enforced ;  for  we  have  a  Decree  of  Simon  Me - 
pham,  ( c )  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Anno  1328.  in 
the  Third  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Edward  the 
Third,  V  That  they  who  endeavour  to  reduce  Ob- 
u  lations  to  a  certain  fmall  Sum,  are  denounced  Ex- 
“  communicate  by  the  greater  Excommunication  ’till 
<c  they  make  Satisfaction.”  And  what  heavy  Burdens 
the  Clergy  laid  on  the  People  in  this  Land  for  Obla¬ 
tions,  Mortuaries,  and  Fees  for  Burials,  even  to  the 
impoverifhing  of  them,  may  be  feen  in  the  Bifliop  of 
Lincolns  (d)  Codex . 

I  fhall  end  this  Chapter,  with  the  Obfervation  of 
Platina,  if  his  Authority  may  be  relied  upon,  That 
after  Charles  the  Great,  and  the  fucceeding  Emperors 
had  confer’d  W ealth  and  Authority  upon  the  Bifhops 
of  Rome,  and  had  raifed  Prelates  to  the  Grandeur  and 
State  of  Princes,  that  the  Bifhops  and  Clergy  became 
the  moft  ambitious  and  avaritious  of  all  Men  :  And 
from  the  Year  885,  the  Papacy  fell  into  the  Hands  of 
Men  fb  prodigipully  w  icked,  as  are  no-where  elfe  to 
be  found  in  any  {diftory  of  the  World;  and  that  the 
Conduct  and  Maxims  of  the  Clergy  were  only  to  conv 
mand  Wealth,  and  make  themfelves  Mailers  of  the 
Treafures  cf  all  the  Princes  in  Europe. 

’>  :  /  1  * 

(a)  Cfiph.  Caro f.  Comil.  Tern.  7.  Col.  11S6. 

(b)  Gifcfon’j  Codex ,  Tit.  23.  c.  2.  p.  542. 

(c)  Ibid.  Tit.  30.  c.  ic.  p.  739. 

(d)  Ibid.  Tit.  3c.  c.  12. 
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This  made  Conrade,  Abbot  of  Vrfperg,  Anno  1215* 
cry  out,  (a)  u  Rejoy ce,  Mother  Rome,  becaufe  the 
“  Cataracts  of  Wealth  are  opened  on  the  Earth,  that 
“  Rivers  of  Money  may  flow  in  great  Plenty  upon 
u  thee ;  Rejoyce  over  the  Iniquities  of  the  Sons  of 
Men,  which  bring  in  fo  much  Profit  to  thee ;  Re- 
tc  joyce  over  the  Difcords  broke  out  of  Hell  to  heap 
“  Money  upon  thee  :  Now  thou  haft  what  thou 
“  wert  ever  greedy  of;  Now  triumph,  becaufe  thou 
“  haft  conquered  the  World,  not  by  thy  Religion, 
<c  but  by  the  Wickednefs  of  Men  ;  for  it  is  not 
Confcience  or  Devotion,  but  Strife  and  Wickednefs 
€t  which  bring  Men  to  Rome. 

(a)  Gaude  Rdater  no  fra  Roma ,  quoniam  aperiuntur  Cata- 
Thefaurorum  in  terra,  ut  ad  te  confuant  rivi  aggeres 
Nummorum  in  magna  copia  :  Latare  fuper  'mi.  quit  ate  jUiorum 
bominum,  quoniam  in  recompenfationem  tantorum  JAalorunt  da- 
tur  tibi  precium  :  Jocundare  fuper  Adjutrice  tua  Difcordia ,  quia 
erupit  de  puteo  Infernalis  AbyJJl,  ut  accumulentur  tibi  multa  pe- 
cuniarum  premia.  Hales  quod  femper  fitifi  ;  decanta  Canti- 
cum  ;  quia  per  malitiam  bominum ,  non  per  tuam  Religionem 
Orbem  vicifi  ;  ad  te  trahit  homines  non  ipforum  JDevotio ,  atft 
pur  a  Confcientia ,  fed  fcelerum  multipUcium  perpetratio ,  li- 
tuum  decifo  pretio  comparata .  Urfperg.  Chron .  pag.  307. 

Edit.  Bafl,  Anno  1 569. 
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Of  the  Indecency  and  'Danger bus  Confluences 
of  Burying  the  DEAD  in  Churches  and 
Church -lards. 


COME  now  to  the  Third  Par¬ 
ticular,  to  prove  the  Indecency  of 
Burying  in  Churches,  in  Refped 
to  God,  and  the  Inconvenience, 
in  Helped  to  Men. 

The  Indecency  is,  in  Refped 
to  God ;  the  Church  is  his  Houfe, 
and  is  not  to  be  prophaned,  nor 
polluted;  the  Light  of  Nature,  as  well  as  Revelation, 
teaches  us,  to  keep  the  Place  of  Divine  Worlhip  pure 

and 
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and  undefiled,  and  by  God’s  own  Precepts  they  have 
been  deem’d  to  be  prophaned,  by  having  the  Car- 
caffes  of  the  Dead  brought  there ;  except  we  can  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  Carcaffes  of  the  Dead  which  polluted 
the  Temples  before,  can  give  them  Confecration  now, 
which  is  inverting  the  Nature  of  Things  ;  and  yet 
fuch  was  the  Superftition  of  Popery,  that  they  forbid 
any  Churches  to  be  confecrated,  but  what  had  Relicks 
of  Saints,  or  pretended  Relicks  of  Saints  in  them.  But 
of  this  we  have  fpoke  before  in  Pages  15.  and  48. 
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?  ’  f  •  •  '  r  * , 

H  E  bad  Confequences  of  this  PradHce  are 
in  Regard  to  the  Living  ;  for  it  is  an 
undoubted  Truth,  that  the  Corruption  of 
Dead  Bodies  interr’d  in  Churches  may  be 
Communicated  to  the  Living ;  and  that 
many  dangerous  and  fatal  Di (tempers  may 
be  received  from  the  Effluvia  of  the  Dead  by  fecret 
Communication,  although  the  Stench  be  not  perceived 
by  the  Noftrils. 

This  Reafon  the  Gentiles  gave  why  the  Dead  were 
to  be  buried  away  from  the  Community  of  the  Liv¬ 
ing,  namely,  that  the  Cities  and  inhabited  Places  might 
not  be  infedted  by  them.  ( a )  And  Pliny  ( b )  (peak¬ 
ing  of  the  Antient  Way  of  burning  the  Dead,  fays,‘ 
Tnat  they  conceived,  that  by  burning  the  Dead  Bo-" 
dies  they  avoided  the  PnfedHon  that  might  be  caufed 
in  the  Air  by  the  Putrefa&ion  of  buried  Carcafles. 

And  truly  this  was  the  Reafon  of  God’s  Care,  this 
the  End  of  thofe  feveral  Laws  relating  to  Purity,  cited 
Page  12.  It  was  not  a  meer  Ceremonial  Purity  which 
God  aimed  at  by  thofe  Injunftions,  no,  God  in  his 
great  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  had  an  Eye  to  the  Lifer' 


(a)  See  Page  20. 

(b) gP\in,  Lib.  7.  cap-  544 
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and  Regard  to  the  Health  of  his  People  ;  and  thofe 
Laws  of  God  were  grounded  on  the  Foundation  of 
Nature,  which  we  are  now  to  confider.. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  human  Nature  has  a  very 
great  Power  and  Influence  over  its  own  Species,  from 
the  Identity  of  Nature,  being  all  of  the  fame  Blood, 
nay,  this  Power  of  Nature  is  fo  great,  that  a  more 
healthy  and  Prong  Conftitutiofi  may  communicate  Health 
and  Strength  to  another  that  is  feeble  (a)  and  weak  ;  and 
daily  Experience  convinces  us  of this  Operation  of  Nature  % 
Neither  is  this  a  new  Difcovery,  for  certainly  this  was 
the  Cafe  of  David,  who  being  decrepid  and  feeble,  was. 
cherilhed  by  a  Virgin  that  lay  in  his  .Bofom.  ( b )  And 
of  what  Benefit  a  hail  young  wet  Nurfe  has  been  to 
a  confumptive  languifliing  Conftitution  many  have 
happily  experienced. 

...So  in  like  Manner,  every  Perfon  has  the  Law  of 
Death  and  Power  of  Corruption  in  his  Body  alfo  : 
Whence  we  find,  that  Perfons  in  a  languMhing  con- 
fumptive  Condition,  may,  and  do  communicate  that 
Corruption  to  others  alio  with  whom  they  converfef 
if  their  Natures  be  not  Prong  enough  to  with  f land 
and  overcome  the  Infection.  Thence  we  fee  alfo,  that 
young  Children  lying  with  Aged  People  look  pale 
ana  wan,  are  fickly  and  pine,  becaufe  the  Aged  draw 
from  them  their  Heat  and  Vigour,  and  transfufe.  into 
them  the  Decays  of  their  Nature,  and  therefore  that 
Cuflom  ought  to  be  avoided  as  moil  pernicious  to 
Children.  .  * 

The  Power  and  Influence  of  humane  Bodies  are 
great,  not  only  on  their  own  Species*  but  on  other. 
Bodies  alfo ;  lor  daily  Experience  tells  us,  that  Coral 
or  Amber  wore  on  a  Woman's  Breaft,  looks  more 
bright  or  dull,  more  vivid  or  languid,  according  to  the 
different  Degrees  of  her  Health. 

(a  Sydenham  Chap .  4 •  fag*  27.  Edition  of  Fecbj , 

Anno  1717. 

pb)  1  Kings  i.  2, 
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The  Effluvia  or  Steams  from  our  Bodies  are  conti¬ 
nually  flowing,  and  hang  in  the  Air  about  us,  and 
are  communicated  to  others  that  are  near  us ;  and  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  Body  is  healthy  or  unhealthy,  they  are 
noxious  or  innoxious.  And  this  is  the  Foundation  of 
all  Contagious  Diftempers,  fuch  as  Plague,  Small-Pox, 
Bloody *T lux,  Itch,  Spotted-Fever,  and  the  like ;  and 
the  Effluvia  from  Perfons  thus  afflicted  may  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  Plealthy  Perfons  by  the  Noflxiis,  by  the 
Mouth,  or  the  very  Pores  of  the  Body,  and  the 
very  Diftemper  communicated  by  them.  <c  For  [fays 
(a)  Dr.  Quincy,]  “  When  a  Perfon  is  ill. of  a  ma- 
lignant  Fever,  as  far  as  any  Effluvia  do  exhale  from 
cc  that  Perfon,  fo  far  he  may  be  faid  to  have  round 
cc  him  a  contagious  and  poifonous  Atmofphere,  be- 
“  caufe  there  tranlpire  from  him  fuch  Particles,  as 
u  will  excite  in  other  Animals,  of  like  Conftitution, 

<c  the  fame  fermentative  Motion,  as  thofe  to  which 
“  they  owe  their  Original.  ”  And  this  is  what  is 
called  CON  T  A  G  I  O  N  ;  For,  according  to 
Phyficians  (b)  Contagion  is  a  Defilement  going  forth 
from  a  lick  Body,  whereby  a  like  Sicknefs  is  com¬ 
municated  to  another  Body  that  is  qualified  to  receive 
the  fame. 

W  hatever  the  Nature  of  that  Defilement  be,  the 
Steam,  the  Effluvia,  the  (c)  as  Hippo¬ 

crates  calls  them  ;  the  Scent,  the  Exhalations  which 
proceed  from  infecled  Bodies,  they  are  the  Caufe  of 
the  fame  Malady  in  other  Bodies ;  for  they  are  of  the  ” 
Nature  of  Ferment,  and  when  received  into  the  Blood 
fet  it  in  a  Feimentation,  and  produce  the  fame  Dif¬ 
temper.  , 

(a  5  Quincy  j  Caufe  and  Cure  of  Penllential  Vifeafes}  p.  51. 

Anno  1721. 

h  >  Diemerb.  de  Pcflilen.  Lib.  1.  Cap.  10.  Sett.  1.  Con - 
tag/um  fp  incjuinarnentum  ah  JEgroto  Corpore  exiens >  cpuo  Jt- 
milis  affeBiu  atteri  Ccrtori  Analogo  comnivnicatur . 

(c)  Hippocrates  Lib .  de  Flat. 

And* 
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And  this  Corruption,  thefe  Effluvia  come  forth  from 
Bodies  afflidled  by  infenfible  Perfpiration  through  the 
Pores  of  the  Skin ;  and  by  Sweat,  by  Breath,  Spittle, 
Excrements,  Pus  from  Ulcers,  and  the  like  :  And  in 
like  Manner  are  received  by  the  Noftrils,  the  Breath, 
and  the  Pores  of  the  Body.  “  For,  [  fays  Dr.  (a) 
u  Hodges']  the-  Peftilentiai  Miafinata  not  only  enter  at 
<c  the  largeft  Paffages,  but  alfo  through  the  Pores  of 
£C  the  Skin,  even  to  the  whole  nervous  Syftem,  from 
4£  whence  they  are  communicated  to  all  other  Parts.5* 
This  is  plain,  let  a  Man  wipe  his  Hands  in  the  fame 
Towel  after  another  that  has  the  Itch,  the  Diftemper 
ftiall  be  communicated  to  him,  as  well  as  by  lying  in 
the  fame  Sheets  after  him,  or  by  being  in  Bed  with 
him  :  Nay  more,  even  the  (b)  Phtyfick  may  be 
communicated.  cc  For  the  Leven  of  the  Ulcer  com- 
<c  municates  its  Malignity  by  the  Breath  and  the  Spittle, 
“  which  infers  the  Lungs  of  found  People,  arid  dif- 
“  pofes  them  to  an  Abfcefs  and  an  Ulcer ;  for  which 

Reafon  we  find  feveral  People,  efpecially  Married 
cc  Perfons,  who  give  and  receive  this  Difeafe  from  one 
“  another.  ”  And  every  one  knows  that  a  Bloody- 
Flux  may  be  caught  by  going  to  Stool  on  that  fame 
Place  where  the  Excrements  of  fuch  a  Patient  have 
been  caff  in  before;  for  all  Excrements  partake  (c)  of 
tire  good  or  bad  State  of  Health  of  the  Perfon  :  And 
that  I  verily  believe  was  the  Reafon  of  the  Divine 
Command  among  the  Jews-)  Detit.  xxiii.  12,  13,  14. 
Thou  jhalt  have  a  Place  alfo  without  the  Camp,  whither 
thou  jhalt  go  forth  abroad,  and  thou  floalt  have  a  Paddle 
upon  thy  Weapon ;  and  it  Jhall  be,  when  thou  wilt  eafe 
thy f  If  abroad ,  then  Jhalt  dig  therewith ,  and  Jloalt  turn 
backji  and  cover  that  which  came  from  thee .  God  cer- 

(. a )  Hodges  of  the  Plague ,  *.93.  Quincy  b  Edition,  Anne 
1721. 

(P)  Bihlio.  Anatom .  Vol.  2.  pag.  6 35. 

( c)  Excrement  a  JEgrorum  cum  fnt  Contagiofa  facile  quoflihet 
tranfeuntes  infeiunt .  Diemerbergr.  Lib •  2.  cap .  3.  Sell.  5. 
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tainly  confultcd  the  Health  of  his  People  by  this  Or« 
dinance,  and  not  meer  Ceremonial  Purity  only,  but 
he  had  a  merciful  Regard  to  their  Health,  that  in  fo 
hot  a  Country  they  might  not  infeft  each  other  by 
their  Excrements.  And  from  that  Command,  and  the 
inftindl  Law  of  Nature,  the  Antient  Romans  (a)  en- 
joyned,  that  at  all  Times  the  Streets  of  their  City 
ihould  be  kept  clean,  and  that’s  the  Reafon  that  in 
Times  of  Infe&ion  our  Phylicians  (b)  advife,  and  our 
Magi  (hates  order  a  more  than  ordinary  Care,  to  have 
Streets  kept  clean  from  all  Excrements,  Mixens,  and 
other  Nufances. 

But  what  I  chiefly  infill  on  is,  that  this  Corruption 
cauf.d  by  Diflempers  in  human  Bodies  may,  by  thefe 
Effluvia,  which  have  the  Power  (c)  and  Property  of 
the  Diflempers  in  them,  be  carried  through  the  Air, 
and  be  conveyed  to  other  Perfons  at  fome  Diflance, 

|  though  not  (d)  very  great].  This  is  evident  in  E~ 
pidemick  DifeTes,  and  Times  of  Peflilence,  that  even 
thefe  Perfons  that  fhun  the  Sick,  and  avoid  both  their 
Houfes,  and  them  that  vifit  them,  and  are  careful  of 
their  Prefervation,  are  notwith Banding  vifited  :  And 
whence  is  this  ?  but  becaufe  the  Corruption  hangs  in 
(e)  the  Air,  and  is  drawn  into  the  Body  by  the  Nof- 
trils,  and  then  caufe  the  Head-Ach  fir  ft,  and  next, 
pilepfies,  Convulfions,  and  the  like,  before  the  Dift 
temper  difeovers  itfclf ;  or  elfe  by  the  Mouth,  and 
is  fv  allowed  down  with  the  Spittle,  and  (/)  then  caufe 

( a  Lex  Pantpinii  J.  C.  JEdiles  non  termittani ,  neque  in 
glateas  flercora ,  ant  fordes  projici ,  neejue  Cadaver  a,  nec^ue  Cer- 
donrs  p"  Ilium  fordes  abftergere . 

(b)  Anno  1665,  Advice  of  the  College  of  Phyjicians  at  Lon¬ 
don .  Dr.  Hodges,  Ta<re  20 6. 

( c  '  Effluvia  Corporum  Pejte  laborantium  continent  igfam  ma- 
ligni  inquinamenti  P  eft  i  lent  is  progrietatern,  ac  poterrtiam .  Di- 
emerb.  Lib.  \.  cap.  io.  Se&.  1. 

(d  Dr.  Mead  on  the  Plague ,  Anno  1720. 

(<0  Diemerbrook  Lib.  1.  cap.  10,  n.  de  Pejl.  Dr.  Mead. 

Dr.  Sydenham  Seff.  2.  cap.  2.  gag.  50.  Edit.  1717. 

(/)  Dr.  Mead. 

that 
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that  Naufeoufnefs  and  Vomitings  which  difcover  the 
Infedion  :  And  therefore,  all  Perfons,  and  thofe  e- 
fpecially  that  tend,  and  come  near  the  Sick  are  rightly 
advifed  to  guard  their  Noftrils,  and  by  no  Means  to 
fwallow  their  Spittle,  but  fpit  it  out,  left  they  fwal- 
low  that  very  Diftemper  others  labour  under,  and  re¬ 
ceive  that  Corruption,  which  may  prejudice  their  Health, 
if  not  deftrcy  their  Lives. 

There  is  a  very  great  Power  in  the  Air  to  com¬ 
municate  and  fet  forward  any  Motion  that  is  in  it,  or 
any  Thing  that  hangs  in  it.  This  is  generally  iHufi* 
traced  by  a  gentle  Touch  on  the  Trunk  of  a  Tree 
not  heard  by  thofe  that  ftand  by,  which  notwith- 
ftanding,  gives  a  great  Sound,  and  is  eafily  heard  by 
thofe  that  are  at  the  other  End  of  the  Tree  througn 
that  folid  Body ;  or  elfe,  by  the  Experience  of  the 
fofteft  Whifper  conveyed  by  the  hollow  Surface  of  a 
long  Gallery  at  a  very  great  Diftance :  And  alfo,  by 
two  Lutes  being  fcrewed  to  an  equal  Heighth,  and 
an  Hundred,  or  more  Feet  afunder;  if  any  one  be 
touch’d,  the  other  String  that  anfwers  it  fhall  fpcak, 
though  untouch’d,  only  by  the  trembling  of  the  Ain 
And  if  a  Bit  of  Paper,  or  Chaff,  be  laid  on  a  String, 
touch  the  String  of  the  other  Lute  which  anfwers  to 
it,  and  it  will  ihake  and  caft  off  its  Burden.  What 
invifible  Hand  carries  the  Sound  \  In  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner,  the  Air  communicates  Diftempers  from  one  Body 
to  another  that  is  analogous,  and  of  the  fame  Confti- 
tution >  as,  we  fee  one  bleare  Eye  caufes  another  to 
tear,  and  fo  the  Pailions  of  the  Mind  are  likewife  rai  ■ 
fed  for  a  lafcivious  Eye  will  ftir  up  that  fame  PaTion 
in  another. 

What  ftrange  Effeds  do  we  fee  of  Antipathy,  or 
natural  Repugnancy  ?  Some  Men  have  a  natural  Aver- 
fion  to  fome  Creatures,  and  how'  quick  does  it  work 
upon  them  through  the  Air,  they  that  have  an  An¬ 
tipathy  to  Cats,  now  foon  are  they  fenfible  of  them, 
and  furprifed  when  they  come  near  them,  although 
they  fee  them  not,  and  they  be  lock’d  up  from  them, 

through 
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thro*  the  Miafmata,  or  Particles  that  go  forth  from  the 
Cat,  and  hang  in  the  Air,  and  are  drawn  in  by  the  Scent; 
they  are  uneafy,  fweat,  wax  pale,  and  if  they  remove 
not  away  fwoon.  Now  other  Perfons  know  nothing 
of  this,  they  are  not  concerned,  and  perhaps,  may 
laugh  at  this  fecret  Operation  of  Nature,  this  Anti¬ 
pathy;  when  perhaps,  they  themfelves  may  ftartle, 
and  their  Blood  chill  (if  they  fuffer  not  the  fame 
Things)  at  the  Sight  of  a  Spider,  a  Moufe,  a  Snake, 
or  a  Toad. 

All  what  has  been  faid  is,  as  yet,  of  Perfons  living 
when  the  Infection  is  not  arrived  to  the  higheft  De¬ 
gree  of  Corruption  or  Fatality  ;  but  I  come  more 
home  to  my  Purpofe,  and  fay,  that  the  Danger  of  In¬ 
fection  is  ftiil  greater,  when  the  Corruption  proceeds 
from  DEAD  BODIES,  when  the  Corruption  is  at 
the  higheft,  and  fatal. 

I  very  well  know  that  Dead  Bodies  do  not  pre- 
lently  fend  forth  any  Effluvia,  but  I  am  very  fure  it 
is  not  long  before  they  do,  and  when  they  corrupt 
and  ftink,  thofe  Steems  are  fatal,  and  more  or  lefs  fo, 
according  to  the  Diftemper  the  Perfon  dyed  of,-  Di- 
emerbrook^  (a)  is  of  Opinion,  that  a  Body  dead  of  the 
Plague,  while  it  is  yet  warm,  is  more  infectious  than 
it  was  when  living,  and  illu Prates  it  by  a  Candle,  the 
Snuff  of  which  is  more  offenfive  when  juft  blown 
out  than  when  burning.  And  he  adds,  that  the  Corpfe 
being  quite  cold  is  not  infectious  at  all,  but  that 
when  it  corrupts,  which  is  not  long,  the  Infection 
grows  much  greater ;  and  that  is  the  Reafon  the  Con¬ 
tagion  fpreads  fo  violent  where  the  Funerals  of  the 
Dead  are  delayed  :  As  (b)  Diodorus  Siculus  relates  of 
- Athens ,  and  as  we  have  lately  Teen,  .Anno  1720,  at 
ALvrfdlles.  And  (c)  Dr.  Hodges  tells  us,  that  in  the 

Diemerbrook  de  Pejle ,  Lib.  2.  cap.  3.  Sett.  12. 

( b )  Diodorus  Siculus,  Lib.  14. 

Dr.  HodgesV  Loimo!ogiay  page  10S. 
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laft  Peftilence  at  London ,  Anno  1665,  the  very  Carcaf* 
fes  when  dead  would  weep  out,  as  it  were,  the  mor- 
bous  Ferment  both  through  the  ctitaneous  Pores  and 
the  lachrymal  Duels  of  the  Eyes. 

Thefe  Effluvia  from  the  Dead  naturally  tend  to  de- 
flroy  the  Life  of  others ;  and  that  is  really  the  Rea- 
fon  Men  naturally  abhor  the  Sight  or  Touch  of  the 
Dead,  the  natural  Spirit  of  Life  is  afraid  of  a  Dead 
Body,  and  has  an  Abhorrence  of  it  ;  for  a  Dead  Body 
has  a  Scent,  which  is  the  Steam  that  comes  from  it, 
which  is  very  difagreeable  to  Life,  and  that  even  of 
the  pureft  Corps ;  but  muff  be  dangerous  when  the 
Body  labour’d  under  any  violent  Diftemper.  From 
this  natural  Fear,  humane  Flefh  being  dead,  feems  to 
be  much  colder  to  our  Touch  than  any  other  Flefh 
whatever,  nay,  even  colder  than  Ice  itfelf ;  nay  more, 
though  a  Dead  humane  Body  be  warmed  before  the 
Fire,  yet  at  our  Touch  we  Hi  all  perceive  it  cold;  and 
this  proceeds  from  a  natural  T errour  we  have,  our  Spi¬ 
rits  flying  from  its  greateft  Enemy  Death,  and  fearing 
fome  Corruption  fatal  might  be  communicated  from  the 
Dead  to  us.  ’  "  ; 

Thefe  Effluvia  of  Dead  Bodies,  being  received,  caufe 
an  Infection,  and  upon  the  Infedlion  the  Spirit  is, 
feared,  Parts  back  and  hides  itfelf,  but  (hikes  a  Ter-* 
ror  on  the  Imagination,  which  conftantly  works,  and 
too  often  falls  under  the  Burden  of  the  Apprehenfion, 
and  by  fearing  of  Danger  falls  into  Danger  :  And 
hence  it  is  (a)  that  the  mod  ccuragious  and  bold,  in 
Times  of  Epidemick  Diftempers  and  Peflilences  efcape, 
while  the  timerous  and  fearful  fall  an  eafy  Prey  to  the 
Contagion. 

Powerful  is  the  Influence  which  the  Effluvia  of  the 
Dead  have  upon  the  Living ;  for  in  fiance,  a  Woman 
dying  of  the  Flux  of  the  Loches ,  X  fpeak  it  with  all 

(a)  Sennertus  Lib.  de  PeJIe ,  C.  i. 

Hiemerbrook  Lib.  1.  Cap  %+Seft,  y,  iov 
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the  World  :  If  another  Woman  at  the  Time  of  her 
Purgation  come  near  that  Dead  Body,  Nature  being 
open,  die  may  receive  fuch  an  Infection  from  her, 
namely,  a  continual  Flux  of  Blood  that  fhall  bring 
her  to  her  Grave  :  Nay,  a  Woman  fitting  over  the 
Grave  (though  covered  and  clofed  up)  where  fuch  a 
Woman  was  buried  may  receive  (Nature  being  open) 
the  Infection;  and  if- her  Conftitution  be  fo  ftrong 
as  to  refift  the  Poifon  from  working  that  Way,  if  may 
caufe  a  contrary  Evil,  namely,  a  perpetual  Stoppage,1 
and  thence  Convulfions,  Epilepfies,  Vapours,  Barren- 
nefs,  Mifcarriages,  and  Apoplexies.  And  I  am  per- 
fwaded,  that  was  a  principal  Reafon  why  God  prohi¬ 
bited  Women  at  thofe  Times  to  come  into  the  Con¬ 
gregation,  that  they  fhould  not  infedl  one  another  ; 
fee  Page  12.  And  whence  is  it  that  fo  many  Wo¬ 
men  among  us  grow  lick  and  faint  in  the  Churches, 
not  fo  much  from  any  Indifpofition  of  their  own,  but 
from  the  Stenches  they  meet  with  there  which  have 
that  Effect  upon  them,  which  work  by  the  fecret 
Way  of  Nature,  although  not  perceptible  by  the  N  of- 
trils. 

Truly,  the  Stenches  of  Dead  Bodies,  when  they 
begin  to  corrupt,  are  exceeding  hurtful  to  the  Health 
of  the  Living,  .and  deftructive  of  Life  too.  And  that 
I  verily  believe  was  the  principal  Reafon  why  God 
would  not  fuffer  any  Perfon  that  was  executed  to  con¬ 
tinue  unburied.  Dent.  xxi.  Verfes  22,  23,  If  a  Man 
have  committed  a  Sin  worthy  of  Death ,  and  he  be  to  be 
put  to  Death ,  and  thou  hang  him  upon  a  Dree-,  his  Body 
fhall  not  remain  all  Night  upon  the  Tree ,  but  thou  /halt 
in  any  wife  bury  him  that  Day  (  for  he  that  is  hanged  is 
occur  fed  of  God )  that  thy  Land  be  not  defiled .  God 
mercifully  confidered,  that  the  Dead  Bodies  might  foon 
corrupt  in  fo  hot  a  Country;  God  knew  the  fecret 
Powers  of  Nature,  and  his  infinite  Wifdom  underftood 
that  that  Corruption  might  be  of  fatal  Confequence  to 
the  Living,  and  therefore,  in  Compaifion  to  the  Liv- 

ing> 
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ing,  he  would  prevent  any  Mifchief  that  might  befall 
them  from  the  Dead. 

How  very  contrary  to  this,  is  the  Cuftom  among 
Chriftians,  of  HANGING  OFF E N DERS 
in  CHAINS,  to  drop  from  the  Gallows :  And 
I  heartily  wifh,  that  our  Governours,  (and  with  all 
good  Manners  and  RefpeCt  to  them,  and  due  Defe¬ 
rence  to  their  high  Station  be  it  fpoken)  I  heartily 
wifh,  that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  conlider  of  what 
bad  Confequence  this  is,  Or  may  be. 

How  many  Perfons,  efpecially  Women  with  Child, 
have  been  feared  and  furprized  at  fuch  Spectacles ;  and 
how  many  have  mifearried  through  the  abominable 
Scent  they  have  received  paffing  by  thofe  Places  where 
MalefaCtors  hang.  And  of  how  bad  Confequence  it 
might  be,  fhould  God  vifit  this  Land  with  Epide- 
mick  Diftempers,  or  Peftileilce ,  when  through  the 
Corruption  of  the.  Air,  almoft  every  Malady  turns 
peftilential,  and  every  foetid  Stink  receives  the  Poifon, 
and  becomes  the  InfeCtion  of  the  Plague.  (d) 

As  for  the  End  to  deter  others  from  the  Offences, 
if  the  Execution  do  not  that,  neither  will  the  Hang¬ 
ing  in  Chains  ;  and  Experience  has  taught  us,  that 
hardned  Sinners  have  made  a  Joke  of  thofe  hanged  up, 
and  have  not  doubted  either  to  rob  under  the  Gal¬ 
lows,  or  even  of  dreffing  the  Gallows  in  Mourning,; 
But  I  ask  Pardon  for  this  Digreffion,  and  return  to  my 
SubjeCi. 

If  the  Effluvia  and  Stenches  from  Dead  Bodies  are 
fo  infectious,  and  of  fuch  fatal  Confequences  when  in 
the  open  Air,  it  is  an  eafy  Matter  to  guefs  what  they 
muft  be  in  Churches  and  Church- Yards,  where  g^ca^ 
Numbers  are  buried  promifcuoufly  of  all  Sort's  of  DiP 
tempers ,  and  many  in  fuch  Coffins, as  hardly  hold  to* 

(<*)  Mindererns  de  Pejle ,  C.  2.  .  , 

Diemerbrook  Lib .  1.  C.  6.  Se&.  5. 

Bn  Hodges’*  Edition)  1721.  Page  zfs 
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gether,  and  are  not  clofe  enough  to  contain  the  Pur¬ 
gations  of  the  Bodies,  as  I  have  too  often  feen,  even  .  , 
before  they  were  buried.  But  efpecially  what  mull: 
they  be  in  Churches,  which  are  feldom  open’d,  and 
■where  no  Air  can  blow  through  to  difperfe  the  Va¬ 
pours  that  continually  arife  from  the  Graves.  “  For 
that  Peftilential  Particles  are  difperfed  by  Winds  is 
«  moft  (a)  certain,  thofe  that  are  penned  up  there- 
«  fore,  and  fuffer’d  to  ftagnate  in  the  Air  in  the 
(c  Churches,  certainly  muff  be,  at  leaf:,  may  be  of 
moft  fatal  Confequences.  ”  And  that  is  certainly  the 
Reafon  why  Phyficians  advife,  (b)  u  That  in  Time 
“  of  Peftilence  they  ftiould  not  bury  in  Churches, 

<c  and  that  Churches  lhould  be  firft  fmoaked  before 
«  the  Congregations  affemble. 

An  OBJECTION  AnftvererL 

If  it  be  faid,  That  there  can  be  no  fuch  Danger 
of  Infection,  becaufe  the  Pavements  in  Churches  are 
laid  clofe  again,  and  that  great  Tomb-Stones  will  pre¬ 
vent  fuch  Effluvia  or  Stenches  to  arife.  I  take  Leave 
to  anfwer,  that  upon  Examination,  this  Objection  has 
no  Force  in  it,  and  indeed  is  nothing  at  all. 

For,  Firft ,  It  is  impofflble  that  the  Pavements  can 
be  made  good  again  prefently,  for  the  Earth  is  gene¬ 
rally  let  alone  awhile  to  fagg  or  fettle,  as  the  Work¬ 
men  exprefs  it ;  and  if  the  Ground  be  ramm’d  down, 
it  muft  take  up  fome  Time  before  it  be  clofed  :  And 
if  we  confider,  that  Bodies  are  generally  kept  four, 
five,  or  more  Days  before  they  are  buried,  they  muft 
needs  be  in  full  Ferment,  and  at  the  Ffeighth  of  Cor¬ 
ruption  before  the  Pavement  can  be  enclofed  upon 
them. 

{a)  Ibid.  Page  205. 

(b)  College  of  Phyficians  at  London ?  Anno  1 66$, 
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But  befides,  while  Gjj^es  are  open  in  Churches* 
are  there  no  Steems  fronj^ther  Corpfes  formerly  bu¬ 
rned  there,  befides  thole  to  be  depofited,  that  may 
arife,  and  prove  prejudicial.  And  fuppofe  a  Grave, 
wherein  a  Man  dead  of  a  Peftilence  was  laid,  be  o- 
pened  again  for  another  Corpfe  after  a  Month  or  two, 
may  not  the  opening  of  fuch  a  Grave  be  the  Occa- 
fion  of  caufing  fuch  a  Dreadful  Contagion,  as  may 
prove  fatal  to  Thoufands  of  People. 

What  amazing  Inftances  do  we  find  in  Hifiory,  of 
Vaults  that  have  been  open’d,  and  peftilential  Stenches 
that  have  fuddenly  killed  the  Workmen,  and  all  that 
were  near  within  the  Reach  of  the  Defraying  Blaft ; 
how  Air  penn’d  up  in  fuch  Places,  let  loofe  has  burft 
forth  with  Violence,  and  carried  Death  along  with  it 
wherever  it  came.  Hiftorians  (a)  have  given  us 
moft  melancholy  Accounts  of  this  Kind ;  but  not  de- 
iigning  to  fwell  thefe  Pages,  I  refer  to  the  Authors  : 
And  hence  it  is,  that  in  Places  infe&ed  with  Pefti- 
lence  the  Churches  are  often  fhut  up,  and  Divine  Ser¬ 
vice  neglected,  for  Fear  of  the  Contagion,  from  the 
Effluvia  arifing  from  the  Graves :  And  the  Danger  of  the 
Contagion  muft  neceffarily  be  greater  in  our  Churches, 
than  thofe  in  Popifh  Countries,  becaufe  their  Churches 
are  at  all  Times  fumigated  by  Incenfe,  and  Lamps  con¬ 
tinually  burning,  which  may,  in  fome  Degree,  deftroy 
the  Vapours,  which  our  Churches  have  not. 

(a)  Diemerbrook  de  Vejle ,  Lib.  2.  Cap.  3.  SeB.  12,  & 
SeB.  20. 

Ambrolius  Pareus  Lib .  10.  Cap.  13. 

Sabellicus  Lib .  9.  En.  5. 

Jo.  Wolfius  Tom.  1.  LeB.  Memorial.  Cent .  10. 

Agricola  de  Pejle ,  Lib.  1. 

Ammianus  Marcellinus  Hijl.  73. 

Trincavellac  Lib .  3.  Concil.  17. 

Quincy V  EJfay,  P.  12,  13. 
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Again,  I  further  anfwer,that  it  is  a  Miftake,  that 
any  Pavements,  or  Tomb-3Bhes,  can  prevent  any  Ef¬ 
fluvia  or  Stenches  from  afceffiling  :  There  is  no  Stone 
or  Mortar  fo  clofe  but  has  Pores  fufficient  for  thofe 
Exhalations ;  witnefs  the  hardeft  Mai  ble  giving ,  or 
breathing  out  againfl:  wet  Weather :  Pray  whence  comes 
that  Vapour  f  Whence  does  it  arife  ?  It  falls  not  cer¬ 
tainly  through  the  Tiles,  or  Roofs  of  Churches,  or 
through  feveral  Stories  in  Houfes  in  dry  Weather;  no, 
it  afeends  from  the  Earth,  it  rifes  from  the  Ground, 
and  comes  through  the  Pores  of  the  Stone,  and  fuch 
as  it  is,  pure  or  impure,  as  the  Nature  of  fuch  a  Soil 
can  be,  that  is  filled  with  Dead  Bodies  which  dyed  of 
all  Sorts  of  Difbmpers. 

The  hardeft  Flint  will  imbibe  Water,  and  the  hard- 
pfl:  Tomb-Stone  laid  in  a  River  will  be  foked  through, 
though  it  fwell  not  like  a  Sponge,  yet  has  Pores  e- 
nough  for  Water  to  run  through,  or  for  Vapours, 
Steejns,  and  Stenches  to  be  exhaled  through. 
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AVING  therefore  proved,  That  the 
BURYING  of  the  DEAD  in 
CHURCHES  and  CHURCH¬ 
YARDS  may  be  prejudicial  to  the 
LIVING,  and  Experience  having 
fhewn  that  it  has  been  fo ;  nay  more,  fince  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  Practice  is  contrary  to  all  Nations  in  the 
World,  is  of  late  Invention,  begun  through  Pride,  im¬ 
proved  by  Superftition ,  and  encouraged  for  Lucre  :  And 
jfince  it  is  moll  certain  alio,  that  it  can  be  of  no  Ser- 
vice  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Holy  Things,  no  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  Prayer,  no  Benefit  to  Preaching,  no  Ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Sacraments  :  In  a  Word,  no  Good  in 
the  World  can  be  expeded  from  it,  but  only  great 
Inconveniences  may  be  feared,  it  is  molt  humbly  offered 
to  the  CONSIDERATION  of  our  SUPE- 
R I  OURS,  Whether  it  might  not  be  proper,  for 
the  Good  of  Mankind,  that  Burial-Places  be  appointed 
abroad  from  Cities  and  Towns,  and  the  Burying  in 
Churches  and  Church-Tards  be  utterly  forbid. 

For,  if  there  be  no  Danger  in  the  Pradice,  why 
do  Phyficians,  in  Time  of  Infection,  difwade  People 
from  burying  there,  and  from  living  in  Houles  near 
adjoyning  to  Church-Yards,  (a)  and  even  from  go¬ 
ing  through  Church- Yards,  for  Fear  of  Infedion  ? 
And  if  there  be  that  Danger,  is  it  not  realbnable  to 
prevent  it  ?  . 

(a:)  Zoar  a  ynofi  Antient  Pbyfcian  has  laid  down  this  Rule, 
Peffimum  eft  tempore  Peftis  habitare  in  locis  Mortuorum 
Monumentis  propinquis.  Viemerb,  Lib .  2.  Cap.  3.  Sett.  12. 
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GOD  grant  that  the  Peftilence  now  abroad  may 
never  come  near  this  Lar$.  May  infinite  Goodnefs 
preferve  this  Nation  in  Health  and  Profperity.  But  is 
it  not  equally  incumbent  on  our  GOVERN OURS 
(with  all  due  Refped  be  it  offer’d)  to  prevent,  at 
ieafl,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  other  Sickneffes  at  Home, 
as  to  prevent  that  moft  Terrible  one  from  being  brought 
to  us  from  Abroad.  W  E  have  Reafon  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  for  the  good  Care  of  His  MAJESTY,  fignified 
in  the  laft  Ad  of  Parliament,  for  preventing  the  Con¬ 
tagion  of  the  Peflilence,  bearing  Date,  Feb.  io,  1720. 
And  might  it  not  be  in  fome  Degree  beneficial,  that 
fuch  Funeral-Places  were  appointed  whence  no  Mifchief 
could  enfue.  T 

Surely  Chriftians  may  be  buried  with  the  fame  De¬ 
cency  and  Rites,  with  the  fame  Pomp  and  Grandeur 
in  other  Grounds,  as  in  Church-Yards  and  Churches. 
And  we  find,  that  in  greater  Cities,  as  I^ondon,  where 
Neceffity  has  forced  them  to  look  for  Burying-Places 
at  a  Dillance  from  the  Town,  there  is  no  Scruple  of 
burying  in  them,  and  by  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  fuch 
a  Pradice  might  be  introduced,  and  made  univerfal  for 
univerfal  Good. 

As  Funeral-Places  are  not  to  be  fought  after  fuper- 
ffitioufly,  fo  neither  are  they  to  be  contemned,  (a) 
Thofe  Gentiles  that  defpifed  a  Decent  Funeral  feemed 
to  have  fiiook  off  Humanity.  There  was  neither  good 
Senfe  nor  Prudence  in  the  Anfwer  of  Theodorus  the 
Philofopher  to  Lyfimachm ,  who  had  threatned  to  hang 
him.  Scare ,  fays  he,  your  IVoble  Men  with  Hanging, 
for  it  ts  all  one  to  me,  whether  I  rot  in  the  Air,  or  in 
the  Ground.  And  Diogenes  his  Expreffion  was  little 
better.  That  he  car’d  not  if  the  wild  Beafls  fhould  eat 
him  :  Nor  that  of  Anaxagoras,  That  he  valued  not 
how-,  or  where  he  was  buried ,  for  the  Way  to  Hell  is 
equally  near  to  all  Countries . 

O)  Hoornbeeck,  Fag.  310, 
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The  Scriptures  tell  us.  That  it  is  a  Judgment  to 
want  a  Decent  Funeral ;  (a)  and  the  Light  of  Nature 
( b )  has  alfo  judged  it  a  Mark  of  Dithcnour  to  the 
Deceafed  :  But  if  it  cannot  be  obtained,  as  in  the 
Times  of  Perfecution  in  the  primitive  Church,  the 
Chriftians  were  not  concerned  where,  or  how  they 
were  interred.  Chriftians  need  not  be  anxious  about  a 
Grave,  (0  they  know  that  Nature  buries*  the  Dead  3 
and  that  natural  Religion  taught  Men  not  to  deny  the 
Rites  of  Sepulture,  even  to  Enemies.  Nay,  the  prk* 
mitive  Chriftians  braved  their  Peifecutors  (d)  with 
the  Contempt  of  a  Grave  :  For  Minutiw  Fdix  fays, 
(e)  “  We  fear  no  Hurt  from  any  Grave,  but  delire 
“  to  retain  the  mo  ft  Antient  and  moft  Decent  Cu& 
«c  tom  of  Burials ;  but  if  we  cannot  obtain  that,  we 
<c  Chriftians  ftiould  joyn  with  Monica  (/)  the  Mo- 
“  ther  of  St.  ^duftin,  who  dying  out  of  her  Country 
“  charged  her  Children  not  to  be  uneafy  about-  her 

Body,  but  to  bury  it  where  they  could,  for  no 
<c  Place  is  far  from  God ;  and  no  Fear  but  God  will 
“  find  me  to  raife  me  at  the  laft  Day.” 

Cenfecrating  of  Grounds  for  Burial  is  not  of  great 
Antiquity.  All  the  firft  Chriftians,  for  Four  Hundred 
Years  at  the  leaft,  were  buried  in  Burial-Places  of  the 
feveral  Nations  where  they  dwelt,  at  leaft,  not  in 
Grounds  fet  apart  in  fo  folemn  a  Manner ;  and  in  this 
Land  there  was  no  Confecration  ’till  the  Days  of  St. 
Davids  Archbilhop  of  Me  new  y  who  is  faid  to  have 
lived  145  Years,  and  introduced  that  Ceremony  heiey 

(a)  Eccl.  vi.  3.  Jer.  v.  25.  jer.  vii.  11,  jer.  viii.  2. 

( b )  Val.  Paterc  .Hi/?-  Li&.  3. 

Val.  Max.  Lib.  5.  Cap.  4. 

O  Nec  tumulum  Curo  fepelit  Natura  relittos, 

- Ne  hojies  quidem  Sepulturam  incident. 

( d )  Auguft.  Chit.  Dei ,  Lib.  1.  Cap .  12. 

(e)  In  OBavloy  Anno  220. 

(  f)  Auguft,  Conf.  Lib .  9.  Cap.  11,  Nihil  inquit  long*  eft  a 
Deoy  neq\  timendum  ejly  ne  ille  agnofcat  in  fine  feculi  unde  me 
refufcit  &  Anno  389,  at  Oftia  in  Italy. 

And 
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{a)  And  I  am  perfwaded  no  one  believes  thofe  primi¬ 
tive  Chriftians  to  have  fuffer’d  either  in  Regard  to  God 
or  Man  for  their  Interrment.  But  becaufe  we  Chri- 
ftians  have  Hope  of  a  glorious  Refurre&ion  from  the 
Dull  of  the  Earth,  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  the  fe- 
parating  Groimds  for  Burial-Places  in  fo  folemn  a  Man¬ 
ner,  by  Prayer,  is  a  laudable  Cuftom  :  (b)  But  I  muft 
at  the  fame  Time  fay,  they  might  be  confecrated  as 
well  for  that  Purpofe  abroad  from  inhabited  Places  as 
within  them. 

As  for  Obje&ions,  there  can  be  none  of  fuch  Mo¬ 
ment  as  can  balance  with  the  Benefit  of  Life  and  Health, 
and  therefore,  I  moft  humbly  offer  what  has  been  faid 
to  the  Confideration  of  our  SUPERIOURS. 

(a)  Aylet  Sammes  Britan,  Antic j.  pag.  214. 

( b)  Auguft.  Cura  pro  Mort.  C.  3.  propter  Yidem  RefurreHio- 
tJtS  ajlruendam. 

Prudentius.  Quidnam  fibi  faxa  cavata  ? 

Quid  pulchra  volant  Monumenta  ? 
Nijl  quod  res  creditur  illi$y 
Non  Montua  fed  data  Somno* 
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